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Welcome to our freshly badged Victoria Chapter Newsletter.   
I have now taken over from Frank Cronin as Editor of the “Three-Headed 
Dog” Newsletter.  Sincere thanks go to Frank for his major contribution as 
Editor and distributor of our Newsletter over the past 18 years.  
In considering the way forward, I envisage that the Newsletter will continue to 
reinforce our role as a Chapter of the Naval Historical Society of Australia 
(NHSA) and our focus on ‘Honouring History.” 

The Newsletter exists primarily to inform and maintain contact with the 
Victoria-resident members of the NHSA.  Its purpose is to communicate 
upcoming events, highlight newsworthy items of maritime historical interest 
within the state, and to share information acquired from other sources with 
similar interests.  

It exists in unison with the wide range of information provided by the NHSA 
Head office to all members nationally, and will highlight items of specific 
interest to our Victorian members.  This will include links to articles on the 
Navy Victoria Network (NVN) and other state-based websites, plus museums 
which contain various naval heritage aspects. 

Future distribution of our Newsletter will remain largely electronic, while 
providing for postal distribution to the few members who do not have email. 
The chief advantage of this form of distribution and the new format is the 
ability to include live links to sources of information.  In addition, we are doing 
our bit to save paper! 

Members are encouraged to submit items they consider of interest for 
inclusion in the Newsletter. 
These are early days, and no doubt our Newsletter will further evolve.  I 
would genuinely welcome member feedback at any time.   
 
Andrew Mackinnon - Editor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT 



PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
 

Flag KILO  
* International Marine Signal Flags are used by ships at sea. The code flag K "KILO" nowadays means  
   'I wish to communicate with you’.  
 

At our last meeting, I provided a presentation on “The J-Class Submarines in 
the RAN”, which recounted their cradle to grave story embellished with some 
great old photographs.  This meeting was well attended with 31 members 
and guests present.  The presentation is available at 
https://youtu.be/pxw8mcFCsrk. 

Among our guests was Mr John Boyer (aged 94) who had served during the 
Korean War in HMAS Bataan, in a career that spanned 1945 to 1961.  I was 
pleasantly chastised when having introduced him as former Leading Seaman 
Boyer, he corrected me by insisting on being known as ‘Killick Stoker’ Boyer!  
Apart from his fine sense of humour, he clearly had immense pride in having 
served in Bataan, which he fondly remembered as a lucky and very happy 
ship.  Good to see you there John. 

 

 

Readers may recall the article in the last issue of this newsletter which 
recounted the story of the ‘Colac Razor’, which first belonged to Brian 
(Percy) Shute who was killed in action onboard HMAS Colac on 26 
May 1945.  I was delighted to learn that Marty Grogan had travelled to 
WA recently and met up with Percy’s 91-year old sister Maureen.  
This gave him the opportunity to present her with a CN bereavement 
pin and Corvette pictorial history book, as a follow up to the ceremony 
in the Colac RSL last month.  

 
 

Last year I was asked if we could produce a summary history of HMAS Lonsdale, for inclusion among 
the various ship and establishment histories that are accessible on the Navy website.  This site 
(https://www.navy.gov.au/history) has good examples of some other establishment histories (such as 
HMAS Moreton).  It seems reasonable that our Chapter should make a contribution such as this to 
Navy’s publicly available historical records.  I’m thus hoping there is a volunteer among our Victorian 
members who would be willing to take on this modest task over the next six months or so.  There is 
plenty of factual information available from which this could be compiled – notably CMDR John Wilkins’ 
book.  If anyone is willing to take this on, please let me know.  I wait with bated breath! 

As a heads-up for those interested, the Open Day at HMAS Cerberus is planned for 5 March 2023.  
While still a fair way off, in due course I’d like to canvass interest in organising transport for a NHSA 
group to attend, noting that its past popularity will probably determine ticketed (but free) entry to manage 
numbers. 
  
I’m delighted to note we have two more new members who joined us this month.  I hope as many 
members and guests as possible will attend our meeting on 25 July, for which I regret I’ll be absent.  
Those wishing to gather for dinner at the Waverley RSL beforehand are asked to advise Secretary 
Rodney Phillips (0466 983 313 or 77minstrel@gmail.com) so that we can book sufficient table space.  
 
As always, I’d welcome ideas to help strengthen our organisation, increase our membership and to 
better serve our members – andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com. 
 

https://youtu.be/pxw8mcFCsrk
https://www.navy.gov.au/history
mailto:andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com


This segment will seek to include an interesting photo that might test recognition ability and/or naval 
history.  The answer will be found on the back page.  

Here’s the first one – not too hard!  

 

• What is a Mulgogger?  
• What was/is a Hussif?  
• Where was HMAS Cerberus IV located? 

                                                       Answers on the back page. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

       Do male sailors still need to seek approval to cease shaving,   

                  and if approved, must their beards be inspected after a couple  

     of weeks to see if they are worth retaining?  

 

Factual responses welcome! 

                                                                                                 

  

What Ships & Where? 

Oddities – Do You Know? 

JUST WONDERING 

 



• Our new Chief of Navy and Patron is Vice Admiral Mark Hammond AM, RAN.  He has had an 
extensive career as a submariner and in senior command appointments, most recently as Fleet 
Commander.  His biography is at https://www.navy.gov.au/biography/vice-admiral-mark-hammond.  

 
• Vice Admiral Mike Noonan’s farewell statement can be read here:  

Farewell statement from Chief of Navy | Defence News 
 

• The 80-year-old mystery of the so-called Unknown Sailor, who 
was found dead in a life-raft off Christmas Island in 1942, was 
finally laid to rest during a Re-dedication Ceremony on Friday 24 
June, with a new headstone bearing his name at the grave in 
Geraldton War Cemetery.  After extensive DNA analysis in 
recent years, the sailor who briefly survived the sinking of HMAS 
Sydney II was identified as AB Thomas Welsby Clark.  Chief of 
Navy, Vice-Admiral Noonan, paid his respects to AB Clark and 
the other 644 men who lost their lives in HMAS Sydney II. 

 
• After closing 28 years ago, HMAS Encounter has been 

recommissioned as a naval base for RAN Headquarters South Australia, during a ceremony on 
Saturday 28th May 2022.  The base will remain at Keswick Barracks in Adelaide until relocation to the 
Defence shipbuilding and maintenance precinct at Osborne near Port Adelaide.  This will assist in 
providing administrative and other support for the many Navy personnel now working at Osborne, in 
support of Navy’s existing and emerging new capabilities, including Collins Class submarines, Hunter 
Class frigates and Arafura-Class Offshore Patrol Vessels.  At the commissioning ceremony, Vice 
Admiral Noonan said that “recommissioning Encounter will provide a central focus for Navy in South 
Australia, and encourage greater connection between our Service, its national purpose and the 
community”. 

 
• At our meeting on 27 June, Frank Cronin received a Certificate of Appreciation from the National 

President of the Naval Historical Society of Australia - Captain David Michael RAN (Rtd). 

This well-deserved award recognised Frank’s dedication as Editor of the Victoria 
Chapter’s “Three Headed Dog” newsletter for the past 18 years, during which he 
produced 194 editions! 

Thanks also go to Frank’s family who have tirelessly assisted him in this 
endeavour, including the distribution of printed copies of the newsletter for those 
unable to receive it electronically. 

While Frank no longer shoulders this burden, he has made it clear he will 
remain an active member of our Society and Victoria Chapter. 

• A reminder to all members that the 2022-23 NHSA Member subscriptions fell due after 1 July.  The 
fee for 2022-23 remains at $30.00, however a new 3 Year subscription has been offered, noting that 
annual fees will rise to $35 from next year. 

Revised Fee Schedule:  
Single Year Membership (2022 – 2023) Digital $30.00  
Single year Print+Post (Review @ Buzz quarterly) - Australia $40.00  
Single year Print+Post of Call The Hands (11 issues) $60.00  
 

Three Year Membership (2022 – 2025) Digital $100.00  
Three Year Print+Post (Review & Buzz quarterly) - Australia $145.00  
Three Year Print+Post of Call The Hands (33 issues) $220.00  
 
Renewal can be made using the Membership Application form on the Society’s website 
https://www.navyhistory.org.au or if emailing or posting, please use the form provided. 

Recent Events 

https://www.navy.gov.au/biography/vice-admiral-mark-hammond
https://news.defence.gov.au/service/farewell-statement-chief-navy
https://www.navyhistory.org.au/


Visit to Williamstown.  The previously foreshadowed visit for our Chapter members to 
Williamstown remains planned for Friday 4 November.  The President has emailed members canvassing 
interest for this event, with responses requested by 12 July.  Nevertheless, there will be scope for later-
comers to enrol by early October. 

Apart from enjoying some camaraderie outside our normal meetings, the visit gives an opportunity to 
bring together other members who may be unable to attend our regular monthly meetings.  It will also 
provide some naval familiarisation opportunities - albeit in an historic setting - and support for newer 
members who are less familiar with the planned visit sites than the 'old hands'.  This event will be 
subsidised, to avoid members contributing to ferry and lunch costs.   An outline of the day is below: 

• 0945:  Muster at Melbourne River Cruises, Southbank Promenade Berth 2 
• 1000-1100:  Ferry from Southbank to Williamstown 
• 1115-1230:  Visit/tour of ex-HMAS Castlemaine Museum ship at Gem Pier (celebrating her 80th 

commissioning anniversary this year) 
• 1245-1345:  Lunch at nearby venue (ideally Customs House hotel) 
• 1400-1445:  Visit SEAWORKS Museum 
• 1500-1600:  Ferry to Southbank - disperse on completion 

Monthly Meeting - Monday 25 July.  Our next meeting will consist of a Film Night, hosted by 
the Vice President LCDR John Redman RAN (Rtd).  We’ll screen the “History of the RAN Volume 3 – 
Towards Self Reliance”.  This 50-minute video is Part 3 of the History of the Royal Australian Navy, 
produced by the Sea Power Centre Australia. 
It provides an excellent account of our Navy’s development since the end of World War 2 in the Pacific, 
with a range of prominent speakers, who place Navy’s development in the context of shifting and new 
alliances and regional conflicts, from September 1945 to the end of the Vietnam War 
The video enlightens the audiences’ understanding of significant capability improvements in the RAN as 
it adjusted to the missile age. It also highlights the establishment of the WRANS as a permanent and key 
element of Navy’s workforce. 
This period involved major changes to the fleet inventory, including the acquisition of two new light 
aircraft carriers (HMA Ships Sydney and Melbourne), enabling the deployment of modern new aircraft 
squadrons.  In addition, Navy acquired new Oberon Class submarines, Minesweepers, US-built Guided 
Missile Destroyers, Australian-built Destroyer Escorts, a major maintenance vessel, a new Hydrographic 
ship and a modern replenishment ship.  This very informative video is highly recommended viewing for 
those wanting to understand the RAN’s development in the context of the changing times. 

Future Meetings 
Our meetings for the remainder of this year are planned as follows: 

Mon 22 Aug  “Show & Tell" by members.  (Please start thinking about some serious or humorous items 
you can bring along and describe in a few minutes.)  This will also include an important 
ceremony to return a prized possession to its rightful owners!  

Mon 26 Sep “Quiz Night“ - an evening of frivolity, fun and prizes. 
Mon 24 Oct Annual General Meeting, followed by "The Yachtsman Scheme” (Jan Roberts-Billet MA) 
Mon 28 Nov Christmas Function – Guest Speaker RADM Simon Harrington AM RAN (Rtd) - "Hands     

Across the Trenches - Centenary of Gallipoli". 

Consideration of potential topics and Guest Speakers for next year is already underway. 

Commemorative Events 
The Calendar on the NVN site (see Links) provides a list of the commemorative events being held this 
year at the Shrine of Remembrance or elsewhere.  It’s always good to have a NHSA presence at these. 

Upcoming Events 



Military History & Heritage Network (MHHV) – SPEAKER MIKE CARLTON  
For a modest fee of $10.00, NHSA(V) members might wish to sign up for this Zoom event organised by 
the MHHV on 17 August at 7.00pm to 8,00 pm, to listen to well-known journalist and author Mike Carlton 
talk on the topic of his latest book ’The Scrap Iron Flotilla’.   

The following is an extract from the MHHV website, explaining more about this event and how to sign up. 

When war broke out in the Northern Hemisphere in 
1939, the British called upon their Australian allies for 
support.  The Australian government responded by 
sending five navy destroyers – HMAS Stuart, Vendetta, 
Vampire, Voyager and Waterhen. 

 

These were old ships, built for battle in WWI and discharged from official duty in peacetime to see out 
their old age on Australian shores. But despite the Nazi propaganda minister, and Joseph Goebbels’ 
sneers that they were a “a consignment of junk” and a load of “scrap iron”, these ships were tough and 
well built, each with a 150 strong crew of seafaring men. 

As France fell to the Nazis in June 1940 and in the face of a powerful Italian enemy fleet, the British 
Mediterranean Fleet and these five Australian destroyers found themselves in a David vs Goliath 
situation.  Yet, the flotilla remained fearless. They escorted troops and supply convoys, hunted for 
submarines and bombarded enemy coasts. 

This Australian squadron rescued thousands of soldiers when the Nazis invaded Greece and valiantly 
fought in the last great fleet action between battleships that the world would ever see, the Battle of 
Matapan in March in 1941.  The Australian destroyer HMAS Waterhen was sunk by an Italian dive 
bomber on the ferry run to Tobruk – the first Australian warship to be lost to enemy action in WW2. 

A captivating retelling of this valiant contribution to the war, ‘The Scrap Iron Flotilla’ is cemented in 
Australian naval legend. At its centre it is a story of human bravery and defiance, brought to life by 
Carlton’s exceptional storytelling and passion. 

NHSA(V) members wishing to book should do so via the MHHV webpage https://mmhn.org.au/ 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************** 

“Quiz Night“– Mon 26 September 
Although some away off, members might like to know a broad outline of this event, which will take place 
in the Sunset Room at the Waverley RSL.   

The evening will happen in teams of six at each table. Hopefully we’ll get sufficient takers to make up six 
to eight tables.  Guests will be most welcome.  The Bar will be open and free nibbles available.  

There will be four rounds of ten questions, covering Australian History, World History, General 
Knowledge and Naval History.  The Quiz will be run with a simple, easy to use computerised scoring 
system, requiring just one person on each table to submit their team answers via a mobile phone.   This 
will give a clear view on the big screen of questions, answers and progressive team results.  

This is not an examination!  It’s intended to be a fun night and prizes will be awarded. 

To assist in planning, it would be helpful if members could now start indicating their intention to attend.  
Please advise our Secretary Rodney Phillips if you plan to be there – ideally via email at 
77minstrel@gmail.com  

REMEMBER:   A little nonsense now and then is cherished by the wisest men [and women]!                                                                                
                                                                                                                    Roald Dahl (Willy Wonka) 

https://mmhn.org.au/
mailto:77minstrel@gmail.com
https://www.mhhv.org.au/category/speaker-programs/


 
NHSA Occasional Paper Occasional Paper 93: “Boxing in the Navy” dated 6 October 2020 describes 
how boxing was once an accepted and well contested official sport within Navy.  Contests also occurred 
between the three services, and with British forces in the UK and in the Mediterranean prior to WWII. 

Our story concerns an RAN sailor serving in HMAS Australia, and his success as a contestant in the 
Mediterranean Fleet Boxing Championships onboard the aircraft carrier HMS Glorious in Alexandria.  
This was Stoker Leonard “Len” Stanley Hill R197878, who joined the RAN from Hobart in 1933 and 
served in the RAN’s flagship HMAS Australia from 1934-36.  On leaving Australia, Len Hill served in 
various N-Class destroyers until the end of the war.  After promotion to Chief Stoker in late 1946, he 
returned to Australia and married in 1948 before settling in Melbourne, where he served at HMAS 
Lonsdale as a member of the Naval Dockyard Police.  His son Michael (Mick) was born in 1952; sadly 
Len passed away in 1962 while still serving. 

It was Len’s boxing prowess that saw him win the Heavyweight 
Division of the Mediterranean Fleet Championships in 1936, for which 
he was presented with a prize-winner’s Belt.   

Len donated his Belt to the Moonah Navy Club in Hobart, where it 
was protected in a wooden case – albeit with misleading added 
engraving below Len Hill’s name - “C.P.O. Stoker H.M.A.S. Aust”.   

When the Moonah Club later closed down, its collection of WWII 
artefacts was passed on to the Hobart Navy Club.  In 2012, ex-
WOWTR Marty Grogan OAM (then serving as Manager of the HMAS 
Cerberus Museum) was advised by mates in Hobart that the Navy 
Club was closing and its artefacts were to be dispersed.  Marty then 
travelled down to Hobart and returned in his car with less bulky items 
to display in a ‘Tasmania Room’ at the Museum. 

We now fast forward to Sunday 19 June 2022 and the Annual N-Class Destroyers Commemoration 
Service held at the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance.  This included commemorating the 80th 
Anniversary of the sinking of HMAS Nestor in the Mediterranean in June 1942.  Many descendants were 
in attendance that day, some for the first time.  Among them was Mick Hill and his wife Joy from 
Anglesea, Victoria.  His father was by then a Petty Officer Stoker onboard Nestor on that fateful day.   

After the Service, Mick and Joy approached the Shrine Governor, CMDR Terry Makings AM RAN (Rtd) 
and told him about the Belt and wondered what became of it.  Knowing he had gone to Hobart years 
ago, Terry suggested they talk to Marty (also attending) who might know the Belt’s current whereabouts.  
Luckily, the Belt was among the items that Marty had brought back in 2012.  Mick and Joy and other 
relatives of former N-Class crew members were delighted to hear of the Belt’s journey and survival. 

The encased Belt will be on display at the NHSA Victoria Chapter’s “Show and Tell” night at Waverly 
RSL on Monday 22 August.  With Mick and Joy Hill present, the Belt will then be formally returned to the 
Hill family for safekeeping. 

 

Boxing Belt Returning to Winner’s Family 



We live in an electronic era with potential information 
overload.  This section aims to provide links to other 
information sources that members may find of interest 
and mighty choose to access.  The choice is yours.  
 
Past Guest Speaker presentations:  For those 
members who wish to access recordings of our 
Chapter’s previous Guest Speaker’s, these can be 
found on the Navy Victoria Network website 
https://navyvic.net/ – then click on  ‘Links’ to get to the 
Naval Historical Society page, then click on 
‘Recordings’ to access past presentations Or shortcut -
https://navyvic.net/associations/nhs/recordings.html  
 

Navy Victoria Network: This site provides a wealth of 
information on current activities within Victoria, 
including a forecast Calendar of Events - 
https://navyvic.net/ .  By joining this free network, 
members are provided with the monthly “Broadside” 
Newsletter which includes the monthly ‘Navy Hero’ 
article and other items of topical interest. 
Military History & Heritage Victoria (MHHV): This 
group provides opportunity to hear a range of topics as 
their title suggests.  A modest charge is required to 
access a range of highly regarded speakers. 
https://www.mhhv.org.au/  
 

Melbourne Maritime Heritage Network: This group 
seeks to foster greater recognition of, and knowledge 
about, Melbourne’s rich maritime heritage and maritime 
industry sector – past, present and future.  Receiving 
their informative free newsletter requires an email 
registration, or can be accessed through the NVN site.  
https://mmhn.org.au/ 
 

Navy News: This is Navy’s flagship newspaper; the site 
provides access to the latest fortnightly news plus 
historic editions from 1958 to the present  
https://www.navy.gov.au/media-room/publications/navy-
news 
 

History Guild: This volunteer organisation publishes a 
wide range of historic articles of interest – a great site 
https://historyguild.org/military-history/ 
 

Ex-HMAS Castlemaine Museum:  
https://hmascastlemaine.org.au/  
 

HMAS Cerberus Museum:  
https://www.navy.gov.au/heritage/museums/museum-
hmas-cerberus  
 

SEAWORKS Museum: 
https://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/visit/Experience/Thi
ngs-to-do/Seaworks-Maritime-Precinct  
 

Queenscliff Maritime Museum: 
https://maritimequeenscliffe.org.au/ 
 

Polly Woodside Museum: 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/places/polly-woodside/ 

PRESIDENT 
CAPT Andrew Mackinnon, CSC RAN (Ret) 
– T: 0429 096 911                                            
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333 455  E: johnredman@bigpond.com 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Mr Frank Cronin T: 9874 1234                          
E: franxx@optusnet.com.au 
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Mr Rodney Phillips  T: 0466 983 313            
E: 77minstrel@gmail.com 
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Ms Jan Roberts-Billet, MA  T: 0413 013 292   
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LIBRARY LIAISON 
LCDR Roger Buxton, RCN (Ret) T: 0403 
226 528 E: rogerbuxton3@bigpond.com 
VIDEO  RECORDIST 
Mr Brian Surtees 
RECORDING TECHNICIAN 
Mr Laurie Pegler 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ANSWERS: 
 

What Ships & Where – HMA Ships Vendetta & 
Vampire at Cunningham Pier, Geelong – 1962 
 
Oddities - 

 
1. Mulgogger - A vertical bar sometimes fitted 

with a roller and fitted each side of the after 
end of a tug’s superstructure, to prevent a 
tow line moving forward and turning the tug 
over on its side - a risk called ‘girting’.  A 
version was fitted to Minesweepers, which 
towed heavy sweeps over their stern. 

 
2. Hussif.  Perhaps politically incorrect 

nowadays, a housewife, or ‘hussif’, was a 
cloth sewing kit used by sailors (and 
soldiers) and usually made of cloth or leather 
to contain needles, thread, and a thimble for 
mending uniforms. 

 
3. HMAS Cerberus IV.  At the outset of WWII, 

the Birkenhead Naval Depot at Port Adelaide 
was commissioned as HMAS Cerberus IV on 
13 Sep 1939.  On 1 Aug 1940 the depot was 
recommissioned as HMAS Torrens. 

Victoria Chapter 

Committee  

COMMITTEE 
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We had a glitch in our numbering system for the Three Headed Dog issues commencing in July 2021. 

This is explained and corrected for those interested or concerned in the Table below. 

 

YEAR MONTH PRINTED VOLUME & ISSUE AMEND TO READ 

    

2021 JULY Volume 42 Issue 46 Volume 42 Issue 6 

 AUGUST Volume 42 Issue 47 Volume 42 Issue 7 

 SEPTEMBER Volume 42 Issue 48 Volume 42 Issue 8 

 OCTOBER  Volume 42 Issue 49 Volume 42 Issue 9 

 NOVEMBER  Volume 42 Issue 50 Volume 42 Issue 10 

 DECEMBER  Volume 42 Issue 51 Volume 42 Issue 11 

    

2022 FEBRUARY  Volume 42 Issue 52 Volume 43 Issue 1 

 MARCH Volume 42 Issue 53 Volume 43 Issue 2 

 APRIL Volume 42 Issue 54 Volume 43 Issue 3 

 MAY Volume 42 Issue 55 Volume 43 Issue 4 

 JUNE Volume 42 Issue 56 Volume 43 Issue 5 

 

Addendum 

 


