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Welcome to our Victorian members and other friends and supporters of our 
Chapter. 
In taking over as Editor of this newsletter, I inherited paper copies of all 
previous issues, plus five file boxes containing articles written by Max 
Thomson.   
It seems Max was a journalist and story teller, resident in Melbourne, who 
wrote prolifically for newspapers, journals and magazines about many topics.  
Those I’ve skimmed through seem mostly to be human interest accounts of 
times gone by. 
He clearly had an interest in naval history, and apparently had a close 
affiliation with the Naval Historical Society.  Some of his articles were 
reportedly re-produced in this newsletter quite some years ago. 
There are literally dozens of one or two-page type-written articles, none of 
which are dated or catalogued by title.  I am concerned that this is a treasure 
trove of wonderful and immensely varied stories, and that I’m now the 
custodian of the originals of this work. 
While a somewhat daunting task, my intent – in slow time – is to try to 
catalogue all these articles to provide awareness and make them more easily 
accessible.   
Meanwhile, I’ll try to find one each month to grace the pages of this 
Newsletter.  Luckily, I stumbled across the article he wrote when HMAS 
Lonsdale was decommissioned in 1992.  This is included in this issue.  
I would be grateful if any of our longer-term members or Victorian friends 
could enlighten me further about Max Thomson and his stories.  
A reminder that our Quiz Night is happening on 26 September – see the 
Flyer inside.  Bookings by 15 September are needed for planning purposes.. 
Finally, please note that our Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 
24 October, as a prelude to our normal monthly meeting.  This involves 
election of Office Bearers for the following year.  Members are invited to 
complete a Nomination Form (attached as the final page of this newsletter), 
ideally to be returned to our Secretary Rodney Phillips before the meeting.  
Members are encouraged to submit items they consider of interest for 
inclusion in this Newsletter. 
Andrew Mackinnon - Editor 
 

 

SPOTLIGHT 



PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
 

Flag KILO  
* International Marine Signal Flags are used by ships at sea. The code flag K "KILO" nowadays means  
   'I wish to communicate with you’.  
 

Our “Show & Tell” meeting on 22 August was a great success, with 28 members and guests attending.  
Further details are reported later in this newsletter, but I was amazed at the array of unusual items that 
our members produced for the enjoyment of all.  We may reprise this event every two years. 

 

A particularly happy conclusion to the evening 
was achieved with the return of the 1936 
Mediterranean Boxing Heavyweight 
Championship Belt to the son of the former 
winner, Stoker Leonard Hill from HMAS 
Australia.   

The background story was covered in the July 
issue of the Three-Headed Dog.  We were 
delighted that Mike and Joy Hill could join us 
from Anglesea to bring to conclusion this heart-
warming family story. 

Seen here is Michael Hill receiving the belt from 
ex-WOWTR Marty Grogan, who had for some 
years kept this safe at the HMAS Cerberus 
Museum until the rightful owner was fortuitously 
discovered. 

It seems we have thus recruited another NHSA 
member! 
 
 

After continued lobbying, I’m hopeful we’ll have sufficient numbers to make our “Quiz Night” on Monday 
26 September a success.  This will start at 7:00pm.  Members and any guests they invite along are 
encouraged to form tables of six – but we can allocate folks to tables if preferred.  Booking is essential. 
 
As normal, those wishing to gather for dinner at the RSL beforehand are asked to advise Secretary 
Rodney Phillips (0466 983 313 or 77minstrel@gmail.com) so that we can book sufficient table space.  
 
It looks like we’ll have around 25 people coming along to our visit to Williamstown on 4 November. More 
can be included as late as 28 September, when final bookings must be made 

As always, I’d welcome ideas to help strengthen our organisation, increase our membership, and to 
better serve our members – andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com


This segment will seek to include an interesting photo that might test recognition ability and/or naval 
history.  The answer will be found on the back page.  Look at the swarms of visitors here! 

 

• In what year did the Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service first commence training?  
 

• MV Manoora entered service between Cairns and Fremantle in 1935, but was commissioned into 
the RAN in 1939 for wartime service as an Armed Merchant Cruiser.  Who was the initial owner? 

 
• Do RAN Ships retain the Battle Honours of their namesakes which fought in various campaigns 

before creation of the RAN?  
                                                       Answers on the back page. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

I recently pondered whether any ex-Navy readers have enjoyed a visit to Hong Kong in days gone by, 
and if they witnessed the amazing ship clean-up work performed by Jenny’s Side Party, or perhaps her 
rival Susie.  For those unaware of the background, I think this is a story worth telling.  

This set me wondering what became of Jenny, so following this thread, I have pulled together content 
from a few articles which I hope conveys the respect and admiration in which Jenny and her team were 
held. 

What Ships & Where? 

Oddities – Do You Know? 

JUST WONDERING 

 



 

 

Generations of sailors who once visited Hong Kong mourned the death in 2009 of “Jenny”. She was a 
much-loved living legend who, for all the colony’s constant change, remained the same incomparable 
institution for over half a century. 

Working in paint-stained overalls and traditional conical hats, Chinese female contractors serviced British 
Commonwealth and US ships alongside or anchored off Hong Kong.  These ‘Side Parties’ were groups 
of women who would clean the vessels, chip off rust and repaint their sides, wash and iron laundry, and 
take on other ship husbandry tasks.  Jenny and her Side Party was perhaps the best known. The speed 
and efficiency with which her team could paint a warship from stem to stern was amazing. 

Officially, Jenny’s Date of Volunteering was recorded as 1928.  From then until 1997, when the colony 
became a Special Administrative Region of China and the Royal Navy moved out, she and her team of 
tireless girls, who at one time numbered nearly three dozen, unofficially served the Royal and 
Commonwealth Navies in Hong Kong by cleaning and painting their ships, attending their buoy jumpers, 
and, dressed in their best, waiting with grace and charm upon their guests at cocktail parties.  Captains 
and Executive Officers would find fresh flowers in their cabins and newspapers delivered daily.  And 
many a departing officer received a generous gift as a memento from Jenny.  

For all of this, she steadfastly refused ever to take any payment.  Instead, she and her Side Party earned 
their keep selling soft drinks to the ships’ companies and accepting any item of scrap which could be 
found on board.  The girls’ pay consisted of spare food, bits of rope, tin, bottles, in fact anything that 
would usually have been jettisoned overboard.  When not armed with a paint brush, the girls could be 
found at various points around the ship washing clothes, darning socks, stitching badges or ironing for 
one shipmate or other. 

I recall that during a prolonged maintenance visit to Hong Kong in 1969-70 in HMAS Vendetta, Jenny 
was delighted to receive numerous valuable expended brass shell cases in payment for her team’s work, 
plus plenty of rope that had ‘passed its use-by date’, and would undoubtedly be on-sold around the 
sampan fleet.  I also recall seeing Jenny’s girls painting the pumped-out and very confined engine room 
bilges of one ship – a job that sailors would have difficulty achieving and be most reluctant to tackle. 

 

Jenny, with her white smock top, grey bun, and spectacles, was appreciated as warm and funny, as well 
as bossy.  She created an enjoyable familial emotional rapport with young sailors who were missing their 
families.  One RN sailor said: ‘“She was always at the bottom of the gangway on berthing saying 
“Where’s the Buffer?”’  (Buffer = Chief Boatswain’s Mate.)  ‘We then proceeded to walk the length of the 
ship arm in arm, identifying the work required.’ 

Another Buffer spoke with fondness, but awareness of who held the power: ‘’I loved her when we went 
into Hong Kong; I always knew we would leave with the ship in a perfect condition.  Mind you she could 
talk you out of anything if she fancied it, I have many a fond memory of Jenny and her girls.’ Others 
acknowledged that she was ‘steely ‘and ‘astute’ too. 

JENNY’S SIDE PARTY 



Much of Jenny’s life was an enigma, but the authors of her twenty-seven Certificates of Service generally 
agreed that she was born in a sampan in Causeway Bay in 1917.  Her mother, Jenny One, according to 
her one surviving Certificate of Service, which was copied in 1946 from an older, much battered and 
largely illegible document, ‘provided serviceable sampans for the general use of the Royal Navy, 
obtained sand, and was useful for changing money‘.  She brought up her two daughters to help her. 

Behind her perpetual great gold-toothed grin, Jenny complained; ‘I velly 
chocker.  All time work in sampan, no learn to lead or lite.’  But what she 
lacked in education she more than made up for with her immense and 
impressive experience in ship husbandry, her unfailing thoroughness and 
apparently inexhaustible energy, her unquestionable loyalty and integrity, 
her infectious enthusiasm and her innate cheerfulness. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny’s huge collection of photographs – too big, she said, to be put into books – she stored in a large 
envelope.  They dated back to the mid-20th century and showed her in the ships she so faithfully served 
with Buffers and Side Parties, and with grateful officers, many of whom became distinguished admirals.  
In two thick albums she proudly kept her letters of reference, all without exception filled with praise and 
affection for her.  One was a commendation by the Duke of Edinburgh for her work in the Royal Yacht 
during her visit to Hong Kong in 1959.  She also had a Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 
presented to her in 1938 by the captain of HMS Devonshire, and a bar engraved ‘HMS Leander, 1975‘. 

The fact that Jenny and her team were often photographed with the ships’ company before departure 
was testament to the regard in which they were held.     

 

Most treasured of all Jenny’s distinctions was the British Empire Medal awarded to her in the Hong Kong 
Civilian List of the Queen’s Birthday Honours in 1980 and with which she, formally named Mrs. Ng Muk 
Kah, was invested by the Governor of Hong Kong, Sir Murray MacLehose. 

In later years, Hong Kong was no longer visited by the great fleets of battleships and cruisers which gave 
Jenny and her Side Party their livelihood and she found it increasingly difficult to make ends meet. 

Jenny died peacefully in Hong Kong on Wednesday 18th February 2009.  She was 92 years old. 

Jenny in late 1960s 
 

Jenny’s Side Party: L to R - Ah Soo, Ah Yong, Du 
Yong, Jenny and Ah Hee  

HMAS PARRAMATTA 

HMAS VAMPIRE 



 
Our “Show and Tell” night on 22 August was a resounding success, with a hearty group braving the wind 
and rain on a cold Melbourne winter evening.   
 

 
 
Trying to capture some of the magic of the evening, I’ve included below a summary of the items that 
were shown to the assembled throng, and a few photos where possible. 

 

 
 
 
It was pleasing to see so many 
happy faces as the evening 
progressed. 
 
An impromptu musical interlude 
was provided by Frank Cronin, 
thus reminding us of his earlier 
operatic career, with robust 
renditions of four songs from 
HMS Pinafore! 

Recent Events 

 

4-inch gun 
projectile for 
training  

 

Coca Cola bottles from 
USN ships in 
Havannah Harbour, 
Vanuatu around 1942 
  

 
 

 

A US Army hand 
grenade (made 
safe) from WW2 in 
Solomon Islands  

 

A boxed US WW2 
submarine 
periscope camera in 
pristine condition 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Our members and visitors at this event were thanked profusely for making the evening more interesting, 
by describing how they came by these wonderful artefacts and their provenance.

 

Ensign from 1895-vintage paddle 
minesweeper HMS Plinlimmon, which 
served at Dunkirk. 

 

An HMAS Australia gun Tampion which 
was donated to the Cerberus museum  

 

 A unique coffee table made by 
a sailor serving in HMAS 
Sydney II in 1939 

 

Book case made from 
timbers recovered from 
HMAS Sydney I before 
the ship was broken up 

 

Engraved ashtray made to 
commemorate Sydney I 
sinking the German cruiser 
Emden in1914 

 Silver coin provided to all 
Sydney II sailors onboard 
when the ship sank the Italian 
Cruiser Bartolomeo Colleoni 

 

 

 

for the same battle – most 
were lost in 1942 

 

An early towed device for 
measuring a ship’s speed 

 

A small brass slide rule that measured the diameter and 
breaking strain of cordage. 

The personal photo album of the Deputy Marine 
Engineering Officer in HMAS Perth, lost in 1942.  

 A lead-weighted “bludgeon” or “cosh” and strap, taken 
from an American sailor in a bar fight in Hong Kong 

 

Original Royal Navy List 
dated 1801 

The ensign staff crown 
from HMAS Australia  

 

The first Royal Australian 
Navy List of 1911 

A lump of beeswax from 
the original sewing kit 
issued to a member 



Visit to Williamstown.  The visit for our Chapter members to Williamstown remains planned for 
Friday 4 November.  The outline of the day remains as follows: 

• 0945:  Muster at Melbourne River Cruises, Southbank Promenade Berth 2 (make own way there) 
• 1000-1100:  Ferry from Southbank to Williamstown 
• 1115-1230:  Visit/tour of ex-HMAS Castlemaine Museum ship at Gem Pier (celebrating her 80th 

commissioning anniversary this year) 
• 1245-1345:  Lunch at nearby venue (ideally Customs House hotel) 
• 1400-1445:  Visit SEAWORKS Museum 
• 1500-1600:  Ferry to Southbank - disperse on completion 
Additional members who decide they would like to join this group should advise the President by email at 
andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com.  The list will close in late September, to finalise bookings. 

“Quiz Night“– Mon 26 September 
Although just a few weeks away, members might like to be reminded of this event, which will take place 
in the Sunset Room at the Waverley RSL.   The Flyer providing further details of the event is included 
later in this newsletter. 

To progress planning, we now need members to indicate their intention to attend, and to advise of any 
guests they plan to bring along.  Please advise our Secretary Rodney Phillips if you plan to be there – 
ideally via email at 77minstrel@gmail.com  

Future Meetings 
Known and potential Guest Speakers for our monthly meetings in the early part of next year are provided 
below.  Even so, if any member has an idea of someone they feel could tell a good story, please let me 
know. Our meetings over the next six months or so are planned as follows: 

Mon 24 Oct Annual General Meeting, followed by "The Yachtsman Scheme” (Jan Roberts-Billet MA) 
Mon 28 Nov Christmas Function – Guest Speaker RADM Simon Harrington AM RAN (Rtd) - "Hands       

Across the Trenches - Centenary of Gallipoli". 
Mon 23 Jan TBA 
Mon 27 Feb “RAN Submarine Basing (Commander Doug Stevens RAN) 
Mon 27 Mar  “HMAS Wyatt Earp” (Chris Harvey) 
Mon 24 April “HMAS Jeparit” – (Captain Neville Daniel) 
Mon 22 May “Mulberry Harbours at D-Day” – video 
Mon 26 Jun TBA 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

mailto:andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com
mailto:77minstrel@gmail.com


This transcribes an article written by Max Thompson and published in various places in 1992. 

“A piece of our naval heritage disappeared from the Victorian scene in November 
with the decommissioning of HMAS Lonsdale. 

Commodore G.A. Morton RAN, as Naval Officer Commanding the Victorian Area, 
spearheaded a colourful and traditional naval ceremony whose big gathering 
included a substantial group of the Victoria Chapter members of the Naval Historical 
Society headed by President Commander Hugh Jarrett and Mrs Jarrett. 

Most of the former Navy men present recalled association with HMAS Lonsdale which, for the majority, 
had been their point of demobilisation from the wartime Navy. 

Standing sentinel over the Hobson’s Bay corner of Port Phillip, HMAS Lonsdale had seen the great 
warships of the world berth almost adjacent to its parade ground at Station and Princes Piers.  Directly 
across the water from Lonsdale, at Williamstown, the clang of steel still epitomises the great units of our 
fleet that have been refitted or built there, including now the ANZAC frigates which will take our Navy into 
the 2000’s. 

Of its 33 Commanding Officers, the Victoria Chapter’s esteemed late member, Lieutenant Commander 
R.S. Veale CMG, VRD, RANR was HMAS Lonsdale’s first CO during World War 2.  [Editor’s note: 
HMAS Lonsdale commissioned on 1 August 1940.] 

In his address, Commodore Morton drew attention to the fascinating history of HMAS Lonsdale, as set 
out in a special brochure presented to all who attended the colourful ceremony.  A summary of that 
history reads this way: 

Lonsdale takes its name from Captain William Lonsdale of the 4th Regiment (King’s Own) 1779-1864.  
Captain Lonsdale was the first Police Magistrate Port Phillip 1836, Superintendent of Port Phillip 1846-
1847 and the first Colonial Secretary of Victoria in 1851. 

Lonsdale’s name had previously been given to the Second Class Torpedo Boat of the Victorian Colonial 
Navy, HMVS Lonsdale. 

Prior to the acquisition of the old Post Office building at the end of Bay Street, Port Melbourne, in 1911, 
Naval Reserve Training was carried out in the Customs Sheds on the Town Pier at the end of Bay 
Street.  During World War 1, the Port Melbourne RANR Depot trained a large proportion of the Reserve 
officers and sailors who served Australia in the new Guinea and Mediterranean areas (127 officers and 
4155 sailors).  Five officers and 110 sailors from the Port Melbourne Reserve Division were among the 
first Australians in action in World War 1. 

The RANR Depot, Port Melbourne, housed in the old Post 
Office building in Bay Street, could not cope with the demands 
of wartime and by 1942 it expanded to include a new large Drill 
Hall complex, 100 yard south in Rouse Street.  The new 
building was erected on the old reclaimed Port Melbourne 
Lagoon.  Because of the large numbers involved and the 
development of HMAS Cerberus as a training establishment 
earlier in the century, Lonsdale’s role during the period of 
World War 2 changed mainly to that of a transit centre for the 
receipt and drafting of men and women of the Navy.  The 
Lonsdale of today was officially occupied on 3 May 1942. 

Prayers at Divisions, HMAS Lonsdale ca 1942 

HMAS LONSDALE LOWERS ITS COLOURS –  

13 NOVEMBER 1992 



Since 1950, HMAS Lonsdale’s functions have been progressively amended and expanded, and although 
Naval Reserve training was still a major part of the establishment’s function, the overall role of Lonsdale 
involved additional responsibilities including the oversight of the Victorian Division of the Naval Reserve 
Cadets, 

HMAS Lonsdale became increasingly the focus of Naval activity in Melbourne, particularly after Navy 
Office was moved to Canberra.  In 1953, a new three storey brick accommodation block, including a 
junior sailor’s club in later year) was erected on the North side of Rouse Street where the WRANS’ 
Quarters had been located during World War 2.  In 1956, Greenwich House, the new WRANS’ Quarters 
was acquired at Toorak.  In 1971, a new Naval shore patrol base, stores building and band practice 
building were erected on the North side along the Rouse Street frontage, whilst a new two storey RANR 
instruction block was built on the West side of the parade ground, to replace the old Nissen Huts that 
had been erected after World War 2. 

In 1982, the right of Freedom of Entry to the City of Port Melbourne was awarded to HMAS Lonsdale. 

In 1987, with the disposal of Williamstown Naval Dockyard, the stores support traditionally supplied by 
Lonsdale for commissioning ships was wound down.  Consequently the ships company was reduced to 
its decommissioning size. 

From 1911 to date, HMAS Lonsdale had 33 Commanding Officers, some of whom have served twice in 
the posting with varying titles.  The decommissioning Commanding Officer is Lieutenant Commander 
P.A. Rogers RAN. 

Commodore Morton in his address stated that the RAN was NOT relinquishing its interests in Melbourne, 
but just rationalising its business to better effect, adding that the Navy would continue to have a strong 
and visible presence there.” 

The latest issue of the Melbourne Maritime Heritage Network newsletter has highlighted concerns 
over the future maintenance and preservation of the Polly Woodside, permanently docked at Southbank.  

“Maintenance costs are a serious issue despite income from the leased premises, formerly the 
Maritime Museum, adjacent to the vessel.  Maintaining input from the invaluable but diminishing number 
of able Polly volunteers is also of concern.  Nevertheless, the National Trust (Vic) has announced that it 
will host Open Days on Sunday 4 September and Sunday 2 October and will offer optional guided tours 
at 10:30 am, 11:30am and 2:30pm. 

This is the image from Wikipedia of Polly in happier days. 

The caption still reads “Polly Woodside is an iron-hulled, three -masted 
barque currently forming the major attraction of the Melbourne Maritime 
Museum”. 

This is no longer the case.  

Cleary there is a challenging time ahead for the rapidly degenerating Polly 
Woodside”. 

                                                                                                                     
Some members might wish to visit the Polly Woodside on the dates 
mentioned.  

Commemorative Events 
The Calendar on the NVN site (see Links) provides a list of the commemorative events being held this 
year at the Shrine of Remembrance or elsewhere.  It’s always good to have a NHSA presence at these. 

POLLY WOODSIDE IN TROUBLE 



Naval Historical Society of Australia – Victoria Chapter 

Cordially invites you to our  

Monthly Meeting at 1900 on Monday 26 September 2022 

At Waverley RSL – Sunset Room 
161 Coleman Parade, Glen Waverley 

 

“Hear yea, hear yea.”   
 

“Quiz Night” 
 

“Never before attempted in the history of the 
Victoria Chapter - a fun-filled event as members 
and guests compete for prizes of unspeakable 
value!” 

With teams of six at each table, there will be four rounds of ten multiple choice questions 
with four potential answers – thus a 25% chance of being right each time! 

Questions will cover Australian History, World History, General Knowledge and Naval 
History.  Aided by technology, the Quiz will run with a simple, easy-to-use computerised 
scoring system, requiring just one person on each table to submit their team answers via 
a mobile phone.  This will give a clear view on the big screen of questions, answers and 
progressive team results.  

The Sunset Room Bar will be open for participants to purchase drinks, and free nibbles 
will be available at the tables.  

You can choose a Team name for your table or be allocated one.  Participants are 
welcome to dress to a theme for their table if they wish.  This is intended to be a carefree 
night, concluding around 9:30pm.   

To assist in planning, we now need members to indicate their intention to attend, and to 
advise of any guests they plan to bring along.   

Please advise our Secretary Rodney Phillips as soon as possible if you plan to be there – 
ideally via email at 77minstrel@gmail.com.  
 

Members and Guests are most welcome 
A relaxing meal and drink beforehand in the RSL’s delightful Warramunga Room 

is always a pleasant prelude to the 1900 meeting 

I always avoid prophesying beforehand, because it is much better policy to prophesy                     
after the event has already taken place. 
                                                                                                          Winston Churchill 

mailto:77minstrel@gmail.com


This section aims to provide links to other information 
sources that members may find of interest and might 
choose to access.  The choice is yours.  
 
NHSA(V) website:  Our local website is found via the 
NVN at http://www.nhsavic.navyvic.net/.  Members who 
wish to access previous Guest Speaker presentations 
will find these by clicking ‘Recordings’. 
 

Navy Victoria Network: This site provides a wealth of 
information on current activities within Victoria, 
including a forecast Calendar of Events - 
https://navyvic.net/ .  By joining this free network, 
members are provided with the monthly “Broadside” 
Newsletter which includes the monthly ‘Navy Hero’ 
article and other items of topical interest. 
Military History & Heritage Victoria (MHHV): This 
group provides opportunity to hear a range of topics as 
their title suggests.  A modest charge is required to 
access a range of highly regarded speakers. 
https://www.mhhv.org.au/  
 

Melbourne Maritime Heritage Network: This group 
seeks to foster greater recognition of, and knowledge 
about, Melbourne’s rich maritime heritage and maritime 
industry sector – past, present and future.  Receiving 
their informative free newsletter requires an email 
registration, or can be accessed through the NVN site.  
https://mmhn.org.au/ 
 

Navy News: This is Navy’s flagship newspaper; the site 
provides access to the latest fortnightly news plus 
historic editions from 1958 to the present  
https://www.navy.gov.au/media-room/publications/navy-
news 
 

Australian Naval Podcast Series.  Highly recommend. 
https://www.unsw.adfa.edu.au/hass/our-research/naval-
studies-group  
 
History Guild: This volunteer organisation publishes a 
wide range of historic articles of interest – a great site 
https://historyguild.org/military-history/ 
 

Ex-HMAS Castlemaine Museum:  
https://hmascastlemaine.org.au/  
 

HMAS Cerberus Museum:  
https://www.navy.gov.au/heritage/museums/museum-
hmas-cerberus  
 

SEAWORKS Museum: 
https://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/visit/Experience/Thi
ngs-to-do/Seaworks-Maritime-Precinct  
 

Queenscliff Maritime Museum: 
https://maritimequeenscliffe.org.au/ 
 

Polly Woodside Museum: 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/places/polly-woodside/ 
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ANSWERS: 
 

What Ships & Where –  
 
Some of the Royal Nav’s Special Service 
Squadron HM Ships Hood, Repulse, Danae & 
Delhi – Open to Visitors at Station Pier, 
Melbourne in March 1924 
 
Oddities - 

 
1. While some WRANS arrived at Cerberus in 

October 1942, training did not commence 
until January 1943. 
 

2. Adelaide Steamship Company. It was 
returned to the company in 1949, badly in 
need of a refit. 

 
3. No.  Some old Royal Navy Battle Honours 

were withdrawn from a few RAN ships. The 
policy for award and display of Battle 
Honours and current RAN entitlements can 
be seen at  
https://www.navy.gov.au/customs-and-
traditions/battle-honours  
. 

  

Victoria Chapter 

Committee  

COMMITTEE 
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NAVAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA CHAPTER) – 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

The 2022 Annual General Meeting will commence at 7:00pm on Monday 24 October at our 
usual meeting venue, the Waverley RSL. 

An election of Office Bearers will be held for the following Committee positions:                   
President; Vice-President; Secretary; Treasurer; Historian and Library Liaison Officer. 

Financial Members are invited to complete the Nomination Form/s below and return them 
before the meeting to the Secretary, Rodney Phillips, at 79 Fordham Road, Hampton Park, VIC 
3976.   

 

NOMINATION FORM FOR ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2022/2023 
I……………………………………………………………..being a financial member of the Naval 
Historical Society of Australia 

 
Nominate………………………………..….for the position of ……………………………………… 

 
Proposer……………………………………...Seconder……………………………………………… 

 
I………………………………………………………accept this nomination (please print name) 

 

Signature ……………………………………………………………………….. 

 

NOMINATION FORM FOR ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2022/2023 
I……………………………………………………………..being a financial member of the Naval 
Historical Society of Australia 

 
Nominate………………………………..….for the position of ……………………………………… 

 
Proposer……………………………………...Seconder……………………………………………… 

 
I………………………………………………………accept this nomination (please print name) 

 

Signature …………………………………………………………………… 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


