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Welcome to our Victorian members and other friends and supporters of our 
Chapter. 
The past month or so has been momentous – not least due to the passing of 
our beloved Queen Elizabeth II and the accession to the throne of King 
Charles III.  No doubt many of our members would recall being alive when 
King George VI was on the throne, but the majority of people in Australia 
have only even known Elizabeth II as their sovereign, who reigned for an 
amazing 70 years.  Such continuity will be hard to replicate, especially if the 
call for a Republic in Australia gains momentum in future. 
Either way, a little travel overseas recently serves to remind this Editor about 
the wonderful diversity and history of other parts of the world – yet how good 
it feels to return home to what surely remains ‘The Lucky Country’.  
As mentioned previously, as custodian of the large body of typewritten 
articles written by Max Thomson over many years, I’ve delved further into his 
work.  It seems Max served in the Navy as a Signaller, with seatime in the 
Fairmile ML817 and in HMAS Hawkesbury.   Many of his articles weave 
these two vessels into the storyline, though his work is much more diverse.  
He was submitting articles in the latter stages of the war, noting some reflect 
the Censor’s clearance stamp, and was writing until the early 2000s.  He also 
knew and admired LCDR Mac Gregory, another Melbourne resident and 
prolific author on naval history.  Many of his articles have previously been 
published by the Naval Historical Society, and are available on their website.  
I’ll continue to look for articles to include in this newsletter each month., 
Readers are reminded that our Victoria Chapter Annual General Meeting will 
be held on Monday 24 October, as a prelude to our normal monthly meeting.  
This involves election of Office Bearers for the following year.  Members are 
invited to complete a Nomination Form (attached at the back of this 
newsletter), ideally to be returned by email to our Secretary Rodney Phillips 
before the meeting.  Alternatively, please let me know if you wish to stand for 
a position, as I expect a couple of vacancies. 
I thank those Members who have offered items for inclusion in this 
Newsletter and invite others to do so where possible. 
 
Andrew Mackinnon - Editor 
 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT 



PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
 

Flag KILO  
* International Marine Signal Flags are used by ships at sea. The code flag K "KILO" nowadays means  
   'I wish to communicate with you’.  
 

I regret that our planned Quiz night on 26 September did not attract sufficient numbers to warrant going 
ahead with the arrangements.  In lieu, I gave a short presentation on “Osborne House, Geelong – Naval 
Heritage Aspects” to the 20 or so members who attended.  Judging by the prolonged Q&A that followed, 
this attracted a fair degree of interest. 

The meeting took place a few days after my wife and I returned from a three-week holiday in Italy.  The 
only ‘holiday snap’ I showed was this one – a fresco on the ceiling of the Duomo in Florence.  

I said I was impressed to see the Renaissance 
artists knew about our Three-Headed Dog 
Newsletter!! 

It does remind me that the dog is guarding the 
entry to the underworld, where dreadful things 
happen to those who get cast down!! 

 
During the three weeks we were away, some profound changes occurred. 

• On 6 Sep Liz Truss was appointed by the Queen as the new British PM. 

 

• Just two days later our beloved Queen Elizabeth died suddenly at Balmoral.   



• On 19 Sep the State funeral for the Queen was held at Westminster Abbey - amid the pomp and 
ceremony befitting her 70 years on the throne and in ways that only Britain could achieve.  Much 
has been filmed, written and said about the significance of the Queen’s passing and the potential 
impact on Australia of King Charles III’s accession to the throne.  Our National Day of Mourning was 
appropriate to honour and recognise the immense life-long commitment that Queen Elizabeth had 
made in Britain and the Commonwealth, and the esteem in which she was held around the world. 

 

• Then on 21 Sep we see the madness of Russia’s President Putin who approved a plan to annex a 
large chunk of Ukraine, explicitly raised the spectre of a nuclear conflict over regions claimed by 
Russia, and called up 300,000 reservists.   

 

• Finally, NASA crashed a spacecraft into an asteroid in a $US330million attempt to change the 
asteroid’s course – and thus establish the feasibility of this in the future if needed.  I guess we’re all 
keen to know if it worked! 

Clearly we live in a time of increased uncertainty, where changes in the strategic shape of the world we 
know and are used to can happen suddenly.   It seems a platitude, yet we have to adapt as necessary to 
accommodate these changes as best we can, and get on with our lives in what surely must be the safest 
and most inclusive country in the world.  

As always, I’d welcome ideas to help strengthen our organisation, increase our membership, and to 
better serve our members – andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com. 

mailto:andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com


This segment will seek to include an interesting photo that might test recognition ability and/or naval 
history.  Readers will quickly note this is not a ship – but are they seeing double?!  The answer will be 
found on the back page.   

 

Editors Correction:  In the last edition, I stated that the ships in the photo were alongside Station Pier.  
An eagle-eyed member rightly pointed out that the ships were actually alongside Princes Pier. 

• How were three crew members of the auxiliary minesweeper HMAS Tambar killed on 4 March 1942 
while the ship was operating in Moreton Bay?  

 

• How many Royal Navy sailors were involved in hauling the gun carriage used to convey Queen 
Elizabeth’s coffin to Westminster Abbey during the recent funeral procession? 

 

• What was the name of the German ship stopped and turned around at Port Phillip Heads on the 
outbreak of WW1? 

                                                       Answers on the back page. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

In recent discussion of ceremonial matters around the Queen’s funeral, the subject of half-masting of 
flags arose.  Doyens of flag ceremonial pointed out that half-masting of a flag does not involve lowering it 
to the mid-point of the flag pole.  In Navy I understand the practice is to lower the flag to a point 
equivalent to the flag’s width from the top of the mast – which could vary with the size of the flag.   

The website of the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet should probably be taken as the national 
authority.  This states that “…the position is estimated by imagining another flag flying above the half-
masted flag - in European mythology the flag flying above is the flag of death.  The flag must be lowered 
to a position recognisably half-mast so that it does not simply appear to have slipped down from the top 
of the flagpole.  An acceptable position would be when the top of the flag is a third of the distance down 
from the top of the flagpole. 

I wait to see if any of our “bunting tosser” readers wish to disagree! 

What Ships & Where? 

Oddities – Do You Know? 

JUST WONDERING 

 



 

 

This account was provided by one of our members.  It is the story transcribed precisely as told in notes 
written by Leslie Donald (Dick) Bateup and reported in the Meli-Milpara Newsletter some years ago. 

Its understated brevity is perhaps a reflection of the sanguine nature of many sailors who have been 
confronted by significant trauma and tragedy during their wartime service, which involved a wide variety 
of operations.  It also reflects the haste with which many couples met and married amid the uncertainties 
of wartime service. 

“Born at Yass, N.S.W. 1923.  Left school at 14 years and worked as Baker and Pastry-cook.  I 
joined the Royal Australian Navy at 17, did 4 months at Flinders Naval Deport, 6 weeks at School 
of Cookery and then put in charge of bakery till Christmas 1941. 

On Boxing Day, I flew from Adelaide to Darwin to join Sunderland Flying Boat to Singapore.  
Transferred at Darwin to H.M.A.S “Melville” and experienced first action at Darwin when it was 
bombed 19th February, 1942.  On 18th October, 1942, I was sent south because of ear trouble after 
being blown up earlier. 

I travelled south on old “Leaping Lena”, the train from Darwin to Katherine – then Army convoy 
to Alice Springs, from there on the “The Ghan” to Port Pirie. 

Back to Flinders Naval Depot after 10 days leave, in No. 1 Galley, then drafted to H.M.A.S. 
“Geelong” in Brisbane in March 1943.  Did convoy duties and Submarine Patrols, Pacific, Coral 
Sea, China Seas, New Guinea, Philippines.  “Geelong” sunk off Finchhaven, New Guinea on 
October 18th, 1944, 7.50 p.pm. 

 

 

Dick’s drawing from his 
account  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Picked up and went to Port Moresby 2 weeks.  Came home on “S.S. Canberra”.  Went to Balmoral 
Naval Deport, Sydney, then on 1 month’s survivor’s leave where met wife on last day of leave. 

Left Melbourne again Saturday, back in Sydney Sunday, went to sea Monday to New Guinea. 
Philippines, Solomon Islands, Wake Island, Friendly Islands, Guadalcanal, then back to Madang 
where half the ship’s company of “Geelong” were sent – to find they had nearly all been killed. 

Back to Sydney (Balmoral), saw Pat (now wife) for 9 days, draft to H.M.A.S. “Lachlan” river class 
destroyer.  Got 9 days leave after commissioning “Lachlan”, did sea trials, gunnery exercises 
and so forth – shot through to Melbourne on Saturday to see Pat.  Decided that night to get 
married, so did so on Wednesday, thanks to her mother organising everything. 

 

 

 

A SAILOR’S TALE 



                                    Cook Dick Bateup at work aboard HMAS Lachlan (AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL) 

Re-armed and stored ship, off to Borneo where we did all the survey work for the future 
invasions of Tarakan, Brunei and Balikpapan. 

After invasions, went to Moratai.  From there spent six months picking up Jap war criminals and 
taking them back, destroying ammunition dumps and general duties (Naval). 

Came back to Sydney, December, 1945, had 2 weeks leave and rejoined ship.  Went to South 
Australia doing survey work not finished by Matthew Flinders in Bass Strait and St. Vincent’s 
Gulf. 

Came home June, 1946, demobilized 6th June, 1946.  Since then have been Baker, Pastrycook and 
Chef at Repat. Hospital, Heidelberg. 

After years in and out of hospital and major operation from previous damage, was made T.P.I., 
then in 1985 came to Maryknoll.”  

 

 

Dick proudly stated that he had three daughters and a son, and seven grandchildren. 



His son cleverly and uniquely honoured his father by having the fuel tank on his Harley Davidson 
airbrushed with photos of his Dad and HMAS Lachlan.  

   

                                           

Editor’s Note: 

On 18 October 1944 United States tanker York (10,488 tons) rammed and sank Geelong in position 
6°4´S, 147°45´E, north of Langemak, New Guinea.  There were no casualties.  

CAPT H. Birkland of the York reported in his log:  “We struck the HMAS Geelong on the port quarter. 
[The minesweeper’s stern was severed abaft the minesweeping hatch.] They signalled they were listing 
badly and sinking, and asked for immediate assistance.  I launched two lifeboats and they proceeded 
towards Geelong, and picked up two boatloads each of survivors.  We were standing by about a quarter 
of a mile away.  We succeeded to get the whole crew on board our vessel.  At 9.51 p.m. the Geelong 
sank.  Our running lights were on medium bright.  Geelong had no navigation lights on’. 

 

The Geelong survivors 
were landed at 
Langemak, from where 
they were taken to Milne 
Bay by aircraft and her 
sister ship HMAS Ararat. 

The survivors are 
pictured at right.   

Dick Bateup is seen 
kneeling in the lower 
right – distinguishable as 
the only bearded sailor. 

 

 

 



As mentioned earlier, our meeting on 26 September included a presentation on the Naval Heritage 
Aspects of Osborne House at Geelong.  A video recording of this presentation is available on the 
NHSA(V) link on the NVN website at https://navyvic.net/associations/nhs/recordings.html  
 
Senior Officer Appointments and Promotions 
 
Some members continue to follow the postings and promotions of senior naval officers with interest.  
The Chief of Navy recently released two signals which are combined below for members’ information. 
 
A. REAR ADMIRAL RW PLATH, AM, RAN IS APPOINTED HEAD RECRUITING AND RETENTION 
IMPLEMENTATION FROM AUG 22 
B.  COMMODORE IR MIDDLETON, AM, RAN IS APPOINTED AS DEFENCE EXPORT OFFICE - 
NAVY SPECIALIST ON PROMOTION TO REAR ADMIRAL FROM JUL 22 
C. COMMODORE PJ LEAVY, CSM, RAN IS EXTENDED AS CHIEF OF STAFF HEADQUARTERS 
JOINT OPERATIONS COMMAND TO DEC 23 
D. CAPTAIN MA BAILEY, RAN IS APPOINTED AS DIRECTOR GENERAL MARITIME 
INTEGRATED WARFARE SYSTEMS ON PROMOTION TO COMMODORE FROM JUL 23 
E. CAPTAIN JE NOONAN CSC AND BAR, RAN IS APPOINTED AS DIRECTOR GENERAL 
DEFENCE FORCE RECRUITING ON PROMOTION TO COMMODORE FROM DEC 23 
F. CAPTAIN RJ MCLAUGHLIN, RAN IS APPOINTED AS CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER NUCLEAR 
POWERED SUBMARINE TASK FORCE ON PROMOTION TO COMMODORE FROM OCT 22 
 
Museum Ship ex-HMAS Castlemaine’s 80th Anniversary 
 
The 80th Anniversary of Castlemaine’s commissioning was a key feature of Navy Day held at 
Williamstown on 9 October.   Various displays and performances during the day culminated in a 
reception at the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria followed by a ceremonial sunset and beat to quarters 
event on the wharf and ship at Gem Pier. 
 
A few of our members were privileged to attend and all agreed that the ship still looks in great 
condition.  The ceremonial elements performed by uniformed personnel from HMAS Cerberus, the 
Navy Band and TS Voyager were superb and brought great credit to all those involved.  Equally the 
leading organisers of the day – notably Dennis Gale and CDRE Greg Yorke – must be very happy 
that the day was such a great success and helped 
greatly in lifting Navy’s profile in the community. 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent Events 

https://navyvic.net/associations/nhs/recordings.html


 
Ex HMAS Otama departs from Westernport 

 
After years of gradual decay in Westernport, with 
associated environmental and safety risks, the former 
RAN submarine HMAS Otama has been removed from 
Westernport under direction of the Minister for Defence.  
 
It was recently loaded onto the MV “Rolldock Sun”, 
which sailed a few days later for Henderson in WA, 
where it will be scrapped.  Some items (eg the conning 
tower/control room) may be saved for museum display.  
 

 

 

Seafarers’ Memorial Service 

Readers may wish to note the invitation to NHSA 
members to attend this service at St Paul’s 
Cathedral on Sunday 23 October.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit to Williamstown.  We have 29 people signed up for this. The programme for our visit to 
Williamstown is now as follows, determined by ferry timetables: 

• 1015:  Muster at Melbourne River Cruises, Southbank Promenade Berth 2 (make own way there) 
• 10300-1130:  Ferry from Southbank to Williamstown 
• 1145-1245:  Visit/tour of ex-HMAS Castlemaine Museum ship at Gem Pier (celebrating her 80th 

commissioning anniversary this year) 
• 1300-1400:  Lunch at Customs House hotel 
• 1415-1515:  Visit SEAWORKS Museum 
• 1530-1630:  Ferry to Southbank - disperse on completion 

History Month in Victoria 
A recent History Newsletter from the Royal Historical Society of Victoria has highlighted that October is 
History Month!  Readers might wish to delve further into fascinating articles that can be found on their 
website at https://www.historyvictoria.org.au/publications/history-news/  

Commemorative Events 
The Calendar on the NVN site (see Links) provides a list of the commemorative events being held this 
year at the Shrine of Remembrance or elsewhere.  It’s always good to have a NHSA presence at these. 

Upcoming Events 

 

https://www.historyvictoria.org.au/publications/history-news/


Future Meetings 
Our speaker programme has been adjusted slightly due to changed circumstances.  CMDR Doug 
Stevens RAN (Rtd) will now be our Guest Speaker in October, on the very topical subject of RAN 
Submarine Basing.  As usual, those wishing to gather for dinner at the RSL beforehand are asked to 
advise Secretary Rodney Phillips (0466 983 313 or 77minstrel@gmail.com) so that he can book 
sufficient table space. 

Thereafter our Guest Speakers are planned as follows: 

Mon 28 Nov Christmas Function – Guest Speaker RADM Simon Harrington AM RAN (Rtd) - "Hands       
Across the Trenches - Centenary of Gallipoli". 
NOTE:  Members wishing to attend must book for this event.  Bookings to be made 
with Marty Grogan.  Estimated cost per head for a two course meal has yet to be 
fnalised.  Further details will be promulgated shortly – members and guests are 
encouraged to book early to avoid the rush!   

Mon 27 Feb "The Yachtsman Scheme” (Jan Roberts-Billet MA)  
Mon 27 Mar  “HMAS Wyatt Earp” (Chris Harvey) 
Mon 24 April “Alfred Graving Dock” – (Mr Peter Quinlivian) 
Mon 22 May “Mulberry Harbours at D-Day” – video 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
“Liberty ships!  They once were a familiar sight in Melbourne and other key ports around our coastline. 

As the workhorse of the wartime convoys, Liberty ships transported Australian servicemen to far-flung 
places, carried the planes, tanks, guns, trucks and ammunition; took the foodstuffs and general supplies 
and earned a special cheer of welcome when they arrived with “goodies” in their cargo such as a 
consignment of Aussie beer for the troops.  At war’s end Liberty ships even helped return our service 
personnel to their homeland. 

It was even said that after one trip the Liberty ship had paid for itself.  Aussie servicemen would have 
been the last to know if that oft-quoted claim was ever true but to our service personnel in far-flung war 
zones the familiar Liberty ships were ever-popular as they arrived in increasing numbers with vital 
supplies, the paraphernalia of war and, hopefully, a few comforts for the men themselves. 

In all, America built 2600 Liberty ships. [Editor note:  2710 ships were built.]  Of about 7100 tonnes, they 
were 134 metres long and propelled by a reciprocating steam engine that gave them a speed of 11 
knots, making the Liberty ships ideal convoy vessels. 

Originally some 200 were planned by US authorities.  After Japan entered the war a frenzy of ship 
construction was highlighted by a prefabrication technique that enable parts of ships to be built at widely 
varying locations then brought together at places such as the Henry Kaiser shipyards which specialised 
in the final assembly of the Liberty ships. 

LIBERTY SHIPS WROTE A UNIQUE CHAPTER IN OUR 

MARITIME HISTORY - by Max Thomson 

13 NOVEMBER 1992 

Thanks 

TUGG 



At its peak this prefabrication process saw one Liberty ship built in a record 14 days from the laying of its 
keel. 

Liberty ships seemed to be just about everywhere as the war progressed.  People living in our key ports 
came to recognise the distinctive silhouette as the Liberty ships brought war supplies to our shores. 

Navy men rarely had convoys that did not see Liberty ships amid the long lines of vessels which at times 
seemed to stretch from horizon to horizon. 

As the Pacific war progressed towards the Philippines, Liberty ships were prominent not only in the great 
war bases but in odd places amid tropical tranquillity in the vast myriad of island outposts to our north 
where so many Australian servicemen were located. 

Australians engaged in the European theatre of war saw Liberty ships ever-present in the great Atlantic 
convoys, in North Africa, the Mediterranean and around the British ports as the immense build-up began 
for the final onslaught that was the Normandy invasion. 

Back here in Australia, one Liberty ship for many months gave the people of Brisbane an ever-present 
reminder of the war at sea off our own Australian coastline. 

Beached like a great whale on the bank of the Brisbane River, the severed bow of the 7100-tonne 
Liberty ship Rufus King was a grim reminder of what was happening off the east coast and of the role the 
Liberty ships were playing in supplying Australia. 

As early as June 22, 1942, the Liberty ship William Dawes was torpedoed off Narooma.  Set afire, the 
ship eventually sank.  Then when the Japanese submarine I.21 began its rampage of shipping along the 
east coast, the Liberty ship Peter H. Burnett was among its victims, torpedoed 400 miles east of Sydney 
en route back to the USA from Newcastle.  Its cargo of Australian wool tended to nullify to some extent 
the explosion of the torpedo and the Liberty ships eventually was towed to Sydney for repairs. 

Only days later, I.21 sank the Liberty ship Starr King, 150 miles east of Sydney and hit the ship later with 
a second torpedo.  Efforts were made to tow the Liberty vessel to port but it sank on Feb 11, 1943. 

Steaming from San Francisco to Sydney with a cargo of Lend-Lease war supplies, yet another Liberty 
ship – the Lydia M. Childs – was hit by a torpedo 90 miles east of Newcastle on April 27, 1943.  RAN 
corvettes rescued the crew after the Liberty ship sank. 

December 25, 1944 then yielded the worst Christmas present for another Liberty ship in our waters – the 
Robert J. Walker. It was struck by a torpedo off Jervis Bay then hit again one hour later.  It sank in the 
early hours of Dec 26, 1944. 

On the other side of the continent, the Liberty ship Peter Sylvester en route from Australia to Colombo 
was hit by a torpedo 800 miles seaward of Fremantle at midnight on Feb 6, 1945. 

A total of 11 Japanese submarines had operated at intervals off Australia’s east coast, sinking 19 ships 
including Liberty ships, with a loss of 467 men.  Overall, 30 ships were sent to the bottom in the entire 
Australian shipping area with 654 men losing their lives. 

Many an Australian serviceman travelled aboard a Liberty ship during World War 2; and many an AIF 
soldier sweated and toiled to unload one. 

For so many ex-servicemen their recollection of Liberty ships envies around places like Milne Bay, and 
Oro Bay in the early stages of the New Guinea war.  Some still recall vividly the sight of a Liberty ship 
wedged against the sunken hull of the 3000-tonne British steamer Anshun hit by many planes and 
turned over on its side at Gill Gill in Milne Bay.  

Liberty ships, of which the William S. Meredith was a typical example, navigated the treacherous reefs of 
the Raven Passage from Milne Bay with vital war supplies for Oro Bay and Buna.  Many an AIF man will 
recall the agonies of helping unload a Liberty ship in places with wide open waters such as Oro Bay.  
Ever-conscious firstly of the big Japanese base “across the way” at Rabaul, the men struggled to unload 
the Liberty ship cargoes onto pontoons, for wharves were either non-existent in those days or had been 



blown-up in the fighting.   Exposed places like Oro Bay suffered frequently from heavy sea swells and 
the sight of cumbersome tanks, bulldozers, trucks or crates of supplies and ammunition dangling 
precariously from the davits of a Liberty ship in the process of being unloaded onto heaving pitching 
pontoons, was a common occurrence. 

Even the old Rufus King, whose shattered bow section lay on a bank of the Brisbane River for so long, 
added a final absorbing chapter to the part played by the Liberty ships in our part of the world.  The bow 
section that had been saved was modified into a barge and towed across the Coral Sea to New Guinea 
where its saw service around the New Guinea coastline – a far cry from the ship that had left Los 
Angeles for Brisbane with a cargo of war supplies until it broke in two off Moreton Island. 

Liberty ships have special place in the memories of Australians.  Indeed, Australia itself owed a great 
debt of gratitude to the Liberty ships and their crews, especially in the grim period until after the tide of 
war began to turn in our favour.” 

***** 

Editor’s comment: 

When Max Thomson wrote his article, it’s unclear whether he knew that one Liberty ship would be 
preserved as a museum, and two others would be preserved and remain in working order to this day. 
One of these is the SS Jeremiah O’Brien.  Those who have ever visited San Francisco may have seen 
and clambered over this wonderful old ship, docked at Pier 25 in the port.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ship was built in just 56 days at the New England Shipbuilding Corporation in South Portland, Maine 
and launched on 19 June 1943.  Deployed in the European Theatre of Operations, she made four round-
trip convoy crossings of the Atlantic and was part of the Operation Neptune invasion fleet armada on D-
Day, before acting as a shuttle between Britain and Omaha and Utah beachheads.  Following this she 
was sent to the Pacific Theatre of Operations and saw 16 months of service in both the South Pacific 
and the Indian Ocean, calling at ports in Chile, Peru, New Guinea, the Philippines, China, and Australia. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England_Shipbuilding_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Portland,_Maine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Theater_of_Operations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Neptune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D-Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D-Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asiatic-Pacific_Theater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Guinea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia


 
The end of the war caused most of the Liberty ships to be removed from service in 1946 and many 
were subsequently sold to foreign and domestic buyers.  Others were retained by the U.S. Maritime 
Commission for potential reactivation in the event of future military conflicts.  Jeremiah O'Brien was 
mothballed and remained in the National Defense Reserve Fleet in Suisun Bay for 33 years. 
In the 1970s, the idea of preserving a Liberty ship began to emerge and the ship was put aside for 
preservation instead of being sold for scrap.  An all-volunteer group acquired Jeremiah O'Brien in 1979 
for restoration, as almost the last Liberty at the anchorage.  The volunteers were able to get the steam 
plant operating while she remained in Suisun Bay.  Then after more than three decades in mothballs, 
Jeremiah O'Brien's boilers were lit.  She left the mothball fleet under her own steam in October 1979.  

After dry docking and thousands of hours of work to restore the ship to ocean going specifications, the 
she sailed to France in 1995 for the 50th anniversary of D-Day.   

As fund-raisers, she now makes several passenger-carrying daylight cruises each year in San Francisco 
Bay, and occasional voyages to more distant ports such as Seattle and San Diego.  Clearly the 
challenges of external corrosion and maintenance costs are significant for the volunteer workforce. 

The ship is completely restored to its original World War II configuration.  Most areas are open to the 
public, including the engine room, bridge, and cargo holds.  Modernisation has been kept to a minimum 
and mostly involves systems related to safety, communications, and navigation.                

 

 

  



Naval Historical Society of Australia – Victoria Chapter 

Cordially invites you to 

Our Monthly Meeting at 1900 on Monday 24 October 2022 

At Waverley RSL – Sunset Room 

161 Coleman Parade, Glen Waverley 

 

                Guest Speaker  

 Commander Doug Stevens RAN (Rtd) 

  “RAN Submarine Basing” 
 

Doug spent 21 years as an Engineer on full time service in the Royal Australian Navy, and many 
years later commenced a further nine years of part time service.  In 2010 he was commissioned 
by Head of the Future Submarines Program, RADM Moffitt, to research and write a future-
submarines basing study.  The associated report, submitted in November 2011, underpins 
today’s decision making by Defence about the creation of an east coast submarines home port. 

 
The 2011 report was written around Defence’s planned acquisition at that time of twelve diesel-electric 
submarines.  Its stated purpose was to inform submarine homeport decision making which was 
anticipated to take place from 2021 onwards.  It shortlisted in descending order, nine east coast 
homeport options. 
 
The cancellation of the twelve diesel-electric submarine program and its replacement by eight nuclear 
propelled submarines reduces the east-coast homeport options, according to Doug, from nine to five.  
Doug updated his earlier report in June this year with a related article in the Naval Officers Club 
Newsletter. 
 
Doug will describe key considerations necessary when deciding where to homeport submarines, and 
draw from his two reports relating to east-coast basing of Australia’s next class of submarines.  This 
promises to provide a fascinating insight into this strategically important decision-making process.  
 
Please advise our Secretary Rodney Phillips as soon as possible if you plan to join us for dinner in the 
Warramunga Room beforehand – ideally via email at 77minstrel@gmail.com. 
 

Members and Guests are most welcome 
 

A relaxing meal and drink beforehand in the RSL’s delightful Warramunga Room 

is always a pleasant prelude to the 1900 meeting 

 



This section aims to provide links to other information 
sources that members may find of interest and might 
choose to access.  The choice is yours.  
 
NHSA(V) website:  Our local website is found via the 
NVN at http://www.nhsavic.navyvic.net/.  Members who 
wish to access previous Guest Speaker presentations 
will find these by clicking ‘Recordings’. 
 

Navy Victoria Network: This site provides a wealth of 
information on current activities within Victoria, 
including a forecast Calendar of Events - 
https://navyvic.net/ .  By joining this free network, 
members are provided with the monthly “Broadside” 
Newsletter which includes the monthly ‘Navy Hero’ 
article and other items of topical interest. 
 

Military History & Heritage Victoria (MHHV): This 
group provides opportunity to hear a range of topics as 
their title suggests.  A modest charge is required to 
access a range of highly regarded speakers. 
https://www.mhhv.org.au/  
 

Melbourne Maritime Heritage Network: This group 
seeks to foster greater recognition of, and knowledge 
about, Melbourne’s rich maritime heritage and maritime 
industry sector – past, present and future.  Receiving 
their informative free newsletter requires an email 
registration, or can be accessed through the NVN site.  
https://mmhn.org.au/ 
 

Navy News: This is Navy’s flagship newspaper; the site 
provides access to the latest fortnightly news plus 
historic editions from 1958 to the present  
https://www.navy.gov.au/media-room/publications/navy-
news 
 

Australian Naval Podcast Series.  Highly recommend. 
https://www.unsw.adfa.edu.au/hass/our-research/naval-
studies-group  
 
History Guild: This volunteer organisation publishes a 
wide range of historic articles of interest – a great site 
https://historyguild.org/military-history/ 
 

Ex-HMAS Castlemaine Museum:  
https://hmascastlemaine.org.au/  
 

HMAS Cerberus Museum:  
https://www.navy.gov.au/heritage/museums/museum-
hmas-cerberus  
 

SEAWORKS Museum: 
https://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/visit/Experience/Thi
ngs-to-do/Seaworks-Maritime-Precinct  
 

Queenscliff Maritime Museum: 
https://maritimequeenscliffe.org.au/ 
 

Polly Woodside Museum: 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/places/polly-woodside/ 

PRESIDENT 
CAPT Andrew Mackinnon, CSC RAN (Ret) 
– T: 0429 096 911                                            
E: andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com 
VICE PRESIDENT 
LCDR John Redman, RAN (Ret) – T: 0413 
333 455  E: johnredman@bigpond.com 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Mr Frank Cronin T: 9874 1234                          
E: franxx@optusnet.com.au 
TREASURER 
Mr Martin Grogan, OAM T: 0417 377 763     
E: grevillethedevil@gmail.com 
SECRETARY 
Mr Rodney Phillips  T: 0466 983 313            
E: 77minstrel@gmail.com 
HISTORIAN 
Ms Jan Roberts-Billet, MA  T: 0413 013 292   
E: janrobbill@bigpond.com 
LIBRARY LIAISON 
LCDR Roger Buxton, RCN (Ret) T: 0403 
226 528 E: rogerbuxton3@bigpond.com 
VIDEO  RECORDIST 
Mr Brian Surtees 
RECORDING TECHNICIAN 
Mr Laurie Pegler 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ANSWERS: 
 

What Ships & Where –  
 
As a vital guide to ships arriving in Sydney, 
Macquarie Lighthouse was designed by convict 
Francis Greenway and completed in 1818.  Due 
to crumbling foundations, it was replaced in the 
1880s to closely resemble Greenway’s original 
and still stands proudly on the original site.   
 
Oddities - 

 
1. Tambar failed to respond to a challenge by 

the Army Examination Battery at Fort Cowan 
Cowan, armed with two 6-inch guns.  A shot 
across the bows was ordered, which 
unfortunately hit the bow and exploded. 
 

2. It was conveyed by 138 naval ratings; 98 
pulling in front of the carriage, and 40 
behind, braking.  Four officers walked 
alongside the 40 brakers and four alongside 
the pullers, with two others leading the 138. 

 

3. The SS Pflaz, on 5 August 1914.  On advice 
that war had been declared, Fort Nepean 
fired a warning shot across its bows as it 
sought to reach Bass Strait.  The Germans 
surrendered.  This was the first shot fired by 
Allied Forces in WW1. (More in later edition.) 
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NAVAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA CHAPTER) – 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

The 2022 Annual General Meeting will commence at 7:00pm on Monday 24 October at our 
usual meeting venue, the Waverley RSL. 

An election of Office Bearers will be held for the following Committee positions:                   
President; Vice-President; Secretary; Treasurer; THD Editor. Historian & General Members (2). 

Financial Members are invited to complete the Nomination Form/s below and return them 
before the meeting to the Secretary, Rodney Phillips, at 79 Fordham Road, Hampton Park, VIC 
3976.   

 

NOMINATION FORM FOR ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2022/2023 
I……………………………………………………………..being a financial member of the Naval 
Historical Society of Australia 

 
Nominate………………………………..….for the position of ……………………………………… 

 
Proposer……………………………………...Seconder……………………………………………… 

 
I………………………………………………………accept this nomination (please print name) 

 

Signature ……………………………………………………………………….. 

 

NOMINATION FORM FOR ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2022/2023 
I……………………………………………………………..being a financial member of the Naval 
Historical Society of Australia 

 
Nominate………………………………..….for the position of ……………………………………… 

 
Proposer……………………………………...Seconder……………………………………………… 

 
I………………………………………………………accept this nomination (please print name) 

 

Signature …………………………………………………………………… 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


