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Welcome to all Victorian members and other friends and supporters of our 
Chapter.       
This is our last newsletter for 2022 and comes after our highly successful end 
of year dinner on 28 November.  This edition covers a variety of notable 
events in Victoria in the past month. 
With the festive season now upon us, it’s appropriate to pass on this 
delightful greeting card, which was addressed to all our Victorian members.   
Sharing it with all is a reminder of our ongoing ties with HMAS Cerberus.  

   
However, based on the 1917 quotation attributed to Rear Admiral Creswell, 
I’m now wondering if he was a supreme optimist or a master of sarcasm?! 
Our next Chapter meeting is on 27 February, so this is a reminder to all that 
our Guest Speaker – Ms Jan Roberts-Billett – will give a presentation on the 
topic of her forthcoming book on the World War II “Yachtsmen Scheme”.  
She expects to have copies available for sale on the night. 
As always, I encourage members to visit the Navy Victoria Network website, 
for great updates on what’s happening in our Navy and elsewhere.  The 
current edition has a good video summary of the status of the $466 million 
Cerberus Redevelopment Project.  Hopefully much of the work will be 
complete by the time of the Cerberus Open Day on 19 March 2023.  
Finally, may I wish all Victorian members, families and friends a joyous, safe 
and very happy festive season, and the prospect of good health and 
happiness in the coming year.     
Andrew Mackinnon – Editor                  

 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT 



PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
 

Flag KILO  
* International Marine Signal Flags are used by ships at sea. The code flag K "KILO" nowadays means  
   'I wish to communicate with you’.  
 

In the Recent Events section later in this new letter, I’ll cover a few occasions of note in the past month.  
I’d like to focus here on our very successful end of year function held on Monday 28 November.   

This gathering attracted 70 members and 
guests – with another 10 or so unable to attend 
due to conflicting commitments.  This was our 
largest event for some years and I’m delighted 
that so many chose to come along. 

I’m sure it was due to the presence of our 
distinguished Guest Speaker, Rear Admiral 
Simon Harrington, who spoke of his 
experiences as Australian Team Leader on the 
Joint Historical and Archaeological Survey of 
the Anzac Battle Site between 2010 and 2014.   

RSL support for the evening was faultless, and through the President I have commended the staff 
involved in setting up the room and making the evening run like clockwork.     

   

     

 



We were especially honoured to have our 98-year-old member Ron “Dixie” Lee join us with his wife and 
friends.  “Dixie” joined the RAN in 1941, and soon trained as a Coder (part of Navy’s Signals Branch).  
He served in the armed merchant cruiser HMAS Manoora for two years, then transferred to General 
McArthur’s HQ in Brisbane, before volunteering to become a Coastwatcher.   

In this role he served “behind the lines” and lived in 
rudimentary style in the Solomon Islands, on mainland PNG, 
and on Bougainville, reporting on enemy positions and activity 
as part of a small group of brave Australians.  After nearly five 
years in the RAN, half of which was as a Coastwatcher, he 
discharged in early 1946.   

 
“Dixie” is one of our last surviving WWII members and it was a delight to see him with us in such fine 
spirits.  Readers might like to check out a more expansive recent story about “Dixie” in the ‘Navy Heroes’ 
section on the NVN web site – at https://navyvic.net/heroes/lee.html  

In last month’s issue I made comment about the deteriorated state of the 
bronze commemorative statue “Answering the Call” located on the 
foreshore in Port Melbourne.  I’m pleased to advise that in subsequent 
contact with the President of the Naval Heritage Foundation (which owns 
the statue), I learned that the Foundation is still operative.  The lettering on 
the seaward side of the statue’s granite base has not actually ‘weathered’ - 
the original gilt finish to the lettering was removed when the base was 
cleaned by the stone mason on two occasions after it was damaged by 
graffiti.  It will be replaced in the new year.   

As to the green patina of the statue, that is a natural process of its position 
on the foreshore.  The Foundation has, however, had the statue cleaned 
and re-waxed a number of times.  Hopefully this will continue. 

 

Discussions continue on how best we can participate at the HMAS Cerberus Open Day on Sunday 19 
March 2023, and find opportunities to promote awareness of the benefits of membership of the Naval 
Historical Society and specifically the Victoria Chapter. 

Our list of Victorian members has recently been updated, using input from the Society’s HQ in Sydney.  
This informs the distribution of this Newsletter and other occasional information of note.  I’m delighted 
that a further four new members are now on the list and will receive this Newsletter for the first time.  If 
members hear of any discrepancies in this, please let me know. 

Recent local Chapter presentations by Commander Doug Stevens (October) and Rear Admiral Simon 
Harrington (November) can now be viewed on the NHSA(V) link on the NVN website, at 
https://navyvic.net/associations/nhs/recordings.html.  Thanks again to Laurie Pegler and Brian Surtees 
for their recording and editing work in producing these. 

As always, I’d welcome ideas to help strengthen our organisation, increase our membership, and to 
better serve our members – andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com. 

https://navyvic.net/heroes/lee.html
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This segment seeks to include an interesting photo that might test recognition ability and/or naval history.   

Taken after 1930, this busy old photo shows a time when ships in Port Melbourne could still berth as far 
up the Yarra River as Queens Bridge.  The two smaller Dry Docks - Duke’s (opened 1875) and Orr’s 
(filled in 1935) - are visible on the right of the photo.  When it closed in August 1975 Duke and Orr’s 
Dock (which is now home to the “Polly Woodside”) had been in almost continuous operation for 100 
years.  It was the last timber-walled dry dock to operate in Australia.  The Mission to Seafarers dome 
(built1917) can be seen lower left.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Already we can see that Queens Bridge (1889) and the Spencer St Bridge (1930) had limited large 
vessel access to the Princes Street Bridge.  So when and why did ships cease to be able to berth this far 
up River?  The answer will be found on the back page.   

 
• What is an Irish Pennant?  

 

• Sailors’ slang was not always genteel, especially when it came to describing food.  What is a 
“maggot bag”? 

 
• When deployed to the Far East, some RAN ships embarked a small team of Chinese laundrymen, 

who lived onboard throughout and provided various clothing and small retail items for sale.  One 
could also get a pair of shoes or boots made to fit.  Who provided this service? 

 

 
                                                       Answers on the back page. 

What Ships & Where? 

Oddities – Do You Know? 



 

 

While attending Ceremonial Divisions at HMAS 
Cerberus recently, I recalled my own experiences 
– sometimes clumsy! – in attempting to manage 
the use of a sheathed naval sword with drill-like 
precision.  I thought it worth revisiting why Naval 
Officers carry their swords, unlike their Army and 
Air Force counterparts who wear them hooked up 
to a belt.  
During training in the UK many years ago, I recall 
hearing that this was an inherited tradition that 
was an outcome of the infamous Spithead and 
Nore mutinies in 1797.   
 

The account ran that dishonourable ‘pursers’ were skimming funds and delivering rancid beef, infested 
bread and adulterated spirits to the sailors in the Fleet.  There were also grievances over low pay and 
lack of shore leave after long months at sea.  Finding their grievances dismissed out of hand, the sailors 
decided to mutiny by putting their officers and Marines ashore without violence, until they were granted 
an audience with an appropriate RN authority figure.  The threat from the French fleet at sea was most 
concerning, so under pressure and keen to get ships to sea, the dastardly RN character invited the 
ringleaders from the ships ashore, guaranteeing their safety on his status as a King's officer of the Royal 
Navy.  But once ashore, the ringleaders were seized as they exited their boats.  One was hanged, others 
were flogged and some imprisoned and transported.  That bit is largely true. 
Then the ships went to sea. The story goes that on return, it was learned that investigations by the Kings 
agents had revealed that the good English tars had indeed been mistreated, their complaints were valid, 
their conduct was honourable, and that mass murder (multiple hangings and floggings) had been 
executed in the King's name.  Thus the Royal Navy was rebuked by the King (although Queen Victoria’s 
name is oft cited here) who decreed that naval officers “were not gentlemen”.  As a result they were 
commanded to carry swords by their chains only henceforth, as a black mark in memory of the episode. 
Some recent reading suggests this is a a folk tale, and that I’ve long been victim of an urban myth!  In his 
article in the Naval Officers Club magazine, historian Tom Lewis points out that “Officers’ swords within 
the RAN are “carried” to the extent that they hang from two material supports or slings. They can be 
hooked up to a small eyelet on the sword belt, but on parade they are carried.  Sailors’ cutlasses, when 
carried on parade, always are hooked up to a belt.”  He is skeptical that this was an order given from 
Queen Victoria, coming so long after the famous RN mutiny. 
There is a good argument that all military personnel once wore their swords in a hanging fashion, with 
the slings as long as possible, with steel-tipped “sabres rattling” on cobblestones to draw attention to the 
wearer.  The real reason is probably more apparent in how the sword and scabbard are attached, via 
two loops of different lengths.  This dragged, but enabled the scabbard to be removed and cast aside, 
supposedly avoiding the officer tripping whilst climbing up and down ladders and  trying to board an 
enemy ship, for example.  RADM James Goldrick RAN once pointed out that having a “detached” sword 
makes it easier to carry when transported in a small boat. 

Army personnel globally seem to have lifted their swords to their belts, as no doubt soldiers often had to 
do for practicality’s sake, with their practice of drill and to keep their non-sword hand free.  The air forces, 
following army traditions, generally copied the soldier’s model.   

The fact is that there is no official reason why Royal Navy (and thus RAN) officers wear their swords 
lower than in other services.  It is dictated by Royal Navy Dress Regulations which have undergone 
many variations but which contained nothing to substantiate any links between swords and mutiny.  The 
present arrangement apparently dates from 1856.   

Any other reason is most likely urban myth, though I’m happy to be challenged on that. 

************************** 

JUST WONDERING 

 



 
Editor’s Note:  Max Thompson wrote this article for the RSL Mufti Magazine in 1988.  Unfortunately the 
list of WW2 RAN ship losses in the latter part fails to mention other significant events, such as the 
sinking of HMA Ships Yarra, Canberra and Armidale and associated crew losses. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

For our Bicentennial Celebration Year, if they all could be assembled in one anchorage like Britain’s 
“Spithead Review”, our wartime Royal Australian Navy would have been an impressive sight. 

At its peak, 337 vessels were in commission, which, with shore establishments, were manned by almost 
40,000 men and women. 

But any such form of “Spithead Review” also would have focussed emphasis on the incredible array of 
vessels that became part and parcel of the wartime fleet for the many, varied and sometimes incredible 
operations with which our Navy found itself involved. 

Cruisers, destroyers, sloops, frigates and corvettes enjoyed a share of publicity and recognition that 
seldom, if ever, was accorded so many of the “odds and sods” general-purpose units of the RAN. 

Not too many Australians would be familiar with such ships of His Majesty’s Royal Australian Navy in 
those wartime years as HMAS Whang Pu, a repair vessel; HMAS Poyang, an ammunition carrier; or 
HMAS Ping Wo, a workshop vessel. 

HMAS Burra Bra was a converted Manly ferry.  Her stint in the scope of things was confined to towing 
targets outside Sydney Heads and off Jervis Bay so that warships working up to peak efficiency before 
steaming off to the war zones, could practice their gunnery proficiency.  A not unhazardous job for 
HMAS Burra Bra on occasions. 

HMAS Alfie Cam was a minesweeper; but HMAS Patricia Cam was a patrol vessel.  For those who 
served in New Guinea waters, the sight of HMAS Laurabada was somewhat familiar.  An armed yacht, 
she had a busy time around outposts of Milne Bay and adjacent areas.  HMAS Fauro Chief was a ketch 
operating for the Navy and HMAS Black Snake was an armed lugger. 

But it was the name Blowfly that captured the imagination.  Blowfly was a motor survey vessel which, 
with another survey boat named Alert, operated under the protection of the sloop HMAS Warrego, 
positioning buoys and special markers for important Allied landing in the southern Philippines – a task 
undertaken on occasion under gunfire from enemy shore batteries. 

The spotlight of publicity did fall, however, on HMA Ships Sea Mist, Steady Hour and Yarroma for the 
part they played in the sinking of the Japanese midget submarine during the enemy raid on Sydney 
Harbour on the night of May 31, 1942. 

Krait, formerly the vessel Kofuku Maru captured off Singapore, became the centrepiece of “Operation 
Jaywick” in which an intrepid group of Navy and Army men sailed the vessel from Exmouth Gulf WA for 
a daring raid on shipping in Singapore Harbour. 

A coal-burner in the wartime Navy, HMAS Bungaree was a minelayer, finishing the war with an 
incredible record having laid mines at key points around our coastline and other areas to prevent enemy 
submarines and surface units from entering key navigation passages. 

Contrastingly, after ships were sunk off our coastline, the sloop HMAS Swan and HMAS Warrego in 
November 1940 spearheaded what was about the first operational minesweeping group.  It was made up 
of such vessels as HMA Ships Goorangai, Orara, Durraween, Korowa, Nambucca, Goolgwai, Beryl II 

“OUR SPITHEAD REVIEW” – THE ‘ODDS AND SODS’ WARSHIPS 

THAT SELDOM RECEIVED ANY FANFARE OR PUBLICITY  
- by Max Thomson 

13 NOVEMBER 1992 



and many others.  All were employed locating mines laid down by German raiders, some of whose 
mines already had been discovered in Victoria’s Otway and Wilson’s Promontory area.  One such mine 
also was found in those early wartime days near Point Lonsdale and the sealane entrance to 
Melbourne’s Port Phillip Bay.  Within weeks many other enemy mines were located off Norah Heads 
NSW and South Neptune Island SA. 

As the war progressed, Kara Kara and Karangi served, like many other vessels, as boom defence ships.  
HMAS Falie was a storeship; many vessels became examination ships located outside key ports to 
identify all ships that approached.  HMAS Koopa was an example of such examination vessels and later 
it became a depot ship for Navy Fairmiles – the forerunners of today’s sleek Navy patrol ships. 

Bearing strange names and so often operating on strange assignments for which they were never 
designed, so many of these workhorses of the Navy made life a sheer nightmare for their crews when 
rough seas were encountered.  Spilled or even abandoned meals, wet messdecks and incredible 
discomfort so often were the order of the day. 

These were the Navy units, too, that ultimately figured in the casualty listings.  HMAS Ships like Whang 
Pu, Kara Kara, Karangi, Lolita, Patricia Cam, Southern Cross, Kuttabul, Tambar, Koala, Korowa, and 
many others each lost men for one reason or another. 

In fact, 50 ships of the RAN had men killed or drowned.  Overall, the Navy lost 1852 men during World 
War 2, the worst losses being from the big ships like the cruiser HMAS Sydney sunk in the Indian Ocean 
in an action against the German raider Kormoran.  Sydney and its entire ship’s company of 645 were 
lost. 

Another RAN cruiser, HMAS Perth, suffered the loss of 364 men when it was sunk in a battle against 
overwhelming Japanese forces in Sunda Straits between Java and Sumatra – aggravated further by the 
fact that of those who survived the battle and the sinking, 105 subsequently lost their lives as prisoners-
of-war of the Japanese.  A total of 469 men from HMAS Perth died. 

Flagship of the Royal Australian Navy, the heavy cruiser HMAS Australia, lost 80 men in all; the majority 
as a result of a succession of Japanese suicide kamikaze air attacks in operations around The 
Philippines. 

Those were the major fleet units which, with destroyers and others, fought the front-line battles; while so 
many of the strangely shaped and strangely-named general-purpose vessels that became part of the 
wartime fleet did their bit towards success. 

They would have made a strange spectacle if ever assembled in any Bicentennial adaptation of a 
“Spithead Review” but of course nearly all have long since disappeared from the scans. 

Yet those who knew what those unheralded units of the RAN really did, would have been the first to 
have saluted them. 

******************************************************************************************************************** 

 
 



On 20 November, I attended the annual 
commemorative service for HMAS Goorangai, on the 
windswept foreshore at Queenscliff.  Members may 
recall that Goorangai was a steam trawler that had 
been requestioned by Navy in 1939 and converted to 
an auxiliary minesweeper.   
She was sunk on 20 November 1940 with the loss of 
her entire crew of 24 while en-route from Queenscliff 
to Portsea in Port Phillip, after a night time collision 
with the outward-bound passenger liner MV Duntroon.  
She was the first ship lost by the RAN in World War II. 

This moving ceremony was conducted by CMDR 
Terry Makings AM RAN (Rtd), with our own WO Marty 
Grogan OAM and a small band contingent from HMAS 
Cerberus in support.   

          
On 3 December I was privileged to represent our Chapter at the annual Presentation Parade for TS 
Melbourne (LEUT Stephanie Smith ANC) at their unit in Surry Hills and presented the sailing award to a 
deserving recipient.  They have a great setup there – proving the advantages of a purpose-built unit that 
meets all their training and accommodation needs.   

                                                                
Members might note that TS 
Melbourne was awarded the “Best 
Training Ship in the Victorian Flotilla” 
award for 2022.  The award combines 
the best drill, dress and bearing, unit 
compliance in administration and unit 
cleanliness.   

As the Best Training Ship in the 
Flotilla, they then get to compete for 
the Navy League of Australia Trophy 
award for Most Efficient Training Ship 
in Australia.  They placed a 
commendable third in Australia in this 
year’s competition. 

   

Recent Events 



I took the opportunity while in Sydney on 6 December to meet with the NHSA President (Captain David 
Michael) and some of the dedicated volunteers at the newly re-opened Boat Shed on Garden Island, 
which still proudly displays its historic ‘bones’!.  These discussions will help guide various initiatives we 
hope to develop for activities in 2023, as well as promoting greater awareness of our Chapter in Victoria. 

    
 

On a chilly 9 December morning, it was a privilege to be among those invited to witness the Ceremonial 
Divisions parade at HMAS Cerberus, with the Senior Naval Officer Victoria - CDRE Greg Yorke AM CSC 
RAN - as the Reviewing Officer. 

 
With roughly 450 sailors, 
soldiers and airmen on 
parade, this was a 
moving experience as 
the guard and band 
marched on, after the 
unarmed Divisions had 
assembled and readied 
themselves on the far 
side of the parade 
ground.   
 

 
 
 
I’m biased, but believe 
there is nothing quite so 
stirring as hearing the 
excellent RAN Band at 
Cerberus play classic 
marching music, to 
accompany the proud and 
immaculate young men 
and women on parade. 
 
 
 
 
With the armed guard leading, they marched to one side of the parade ground, wheeled and turned to 
march past and salute the Senior Officer on the dais. 
 



 
 
The early start for the day may have discouraged some visitors, but those who attended all agreed that it 
was a thoroughly enjoyable and uplifting experience, and all parade participants should be justly proud. 
 

   
 

   
 



 
The article by Max Thompson earlier in this newsletter sparked my curiosity.  There have certainly been 
some strangely named ships that have served in the RAN since its inception.  Many of these have come 
about as merchant vessels were requisitioned for naval service in wartime.  One such ship was HMAS 
Ping Wo, whose short naval career was nonetheless colourful. 
 
Described by at least one of her crew as a “rust bucket”, and by others as “underpowered, underarmed 
and unsafe”, the 3105 tonne flatbottomed Yangtze riverboat was built in 1922 for the Indo-China Steam 
Navigation Company.  Configured for service in the rivers and coastal waters of China and neighbouring 
nations, she measured 300 feet long, with a beam of 48 feet and a maximum draft of 13.5 feet.  Coal-
fired boilers and triple expansion reciprocating engines gave her a top speed of 14 knots. 
 
She was initially requisitioned for service with the Royal Navy in December 1941 as a water carrier.  
Then with Japanese invasion imminent, Ping Wo was manned by a scratch crew to evacuate refugees 
out of Singapore.  This scratch crew comprised two officers and the European crew members from the 
badly damaged cargo liner Talthybius. which had arrived in Singapore on 25 January 1942 and had to 
be abandoned after being bombed while in the harbour.  Chinese crew members of Talthybius had all 
gone ashore to take their chances there, so some RAN and RN reserve sailors supplemented the 
remaining crew of Ping Wo.  Under directions from the RN Port Authority, the mixed crew set about 
coaling the ship and loading food supplies from transit sheds along the waterfront. 
 
With Captain Kent of the Talthybius in command, the Ping Wo moved to the Eastern Roads in Singapore 
in early February, where they took on board nearly 200 European and Eurasian refugees.  During the 
night they sailed to Java, surviving several bombing attacks from Japanese aircraft.  On arrival in Batavia 
(now Jakarta) they transferred the evacuees to other ships and proceeded to refuel and provision the 
ship for the journey to Australia. 
 
While in Java, the Ping Wo was ordered to take under tow the disabled destroyer HMAS Vendetta, which 
had been in dock in Singapore undergoing repairs and a refit following her campaign in the Middle East.  
She was caught with her engines and other vital equipment dismantled, so after quickly collecting her 
various dismembered parts, the destroyer was towed from Singapore by the old RN destroyer HMS 
Stronghold.  Through Japanese air raids, the two ships made a slow and difficult passage to Palembang, 
in the then Netherlands East Indies.  At Palembang the RN tug HMS St. Just and HMAS Yarra (LCDR 
R.W. Rankin) took over the tow to Tanjung Priok.  Here the Ping Wo took charge of the tow and, 
together with the Giang Ann and the Darvel, escorted by Yarra, the little convoy set sail for Australia. 

After again eluding Japanese bombers, Yarra handed over her 
convoy to the old cruiser HMAS Adelaide south of Christmas Island.  
Despite harrowing experiences with tow lines parting, bad weather 
and ships rolling violently, after 17 days the convoy arrived safely in 
Fremantle, with Ping Wo towing the disabled Vendetta, on 4 March 
1942.  This was the longest tow ever involving an RAN warship.  
(Sadly this was the same day that HMAS Yarra was sunk by enemy 
warships while escorting another convoy south of central Java.) 
This photograph shows part of this epic voyage.  There was no 
power in the ship, no sanitary arrangements and no refrigeration, 
ensuring that only tinned food was available to sustain her crew.  Her 
Commanding Officer, LEUT William Whitting, was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross for bringing Vendetta safely to port. 

What was also surprising was that Ping Wo was carrying a secret cargo of gold bullion!  The events that 
heralded this surprising use of an old unseaworthy river boat are curious.  During World War II, at the 
fixed price of £8 sterling per ounce, this cargo of 10,635 fine ounces of gold bullion was valued at 
£85,080 sterling – a considerable fortune in 1942.  At current prices that gold would be worth over $20 
million.  The gold was in 21 boxes and belonged to the Bank of England, but how it came to be aboard 
the Ping Wo is still a mystery.  Talthybius carried gold bullion valued at £1 million sterling between Hong 
Kong and Canada in 1939 and August 1940, so it is possible that the gold was transferred from her to 

ONE OF THE ODD-BALLS – HMAS PING WO 
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the Ping Wo with the scratch crew in Singapore.  However, according to the archivist at the Bank of 
England, the gold on the Ping Wo had always been destined for Australia and not Canada.  It came from 
the Straits Settlements Bank of Singapore, and was removed for fear it would fall into Japanese hands. 
This was a risky endeavour.  At the beginning of World War II strict rules and regulations were laid down 
by the British government regarding the movement of gold bullion by sea.  These rules classified vessels 
in respect of communications equipment, armament and speed.  The routes used were strictly governed 
according to the strategic situation of the war.  By the middle of 1940 fast cargo liners like the Talthybius 
(up to 10,000grt) were limited to £1 million sterling worth of gold bullion and slow cargo ships none at all.  
By mid-1940 the rules had changed and liners over 15,000grt were allowed to carry sterling, while slow 
cargo ships under 10,000grt could carry up to £5 million sterling worth of gold bullion.  Nevertheless, 
during desperate times, desperate measures were sometimes needed. 
On arrival in WA and without fanfare, bank officials relieved the Ping Wo of her gold cargo.  This was 
transferred by train, under escort, from Fremantle to Melbourne for assay on 17 March and subsequently 
moved by rail to Broken Hill, where all the gold bullion in Australia was stored for the duration of the war. 

 
After this, Ping Wo was paid off by the RN on 19 May 1942 and chartered and commissioned into the 
RAN on 22 May 1942.  Her original name – translated as ‘Equitable Harmony’ – was retained.  As HMAS 
Ping Wo, the ship sailed to the east coast of Australia and was initially used as a tender at the joint 
Australian-United States amphibious training centre at HMAS Assault at Port Stephens.    

Subsequent refit work saw her fitted with a 12- 
pounder gun that was installed in an open 
platform forward of her bridge, plus two 20mm 
cannon and four .303 machine guns distributed 
around her decks.   
From January 1945 Ping Wo was used as a 
stores ship, then a repair and works depot vessel 
in the new Guinea area of operations.  She ended 
up as the RAN administrative headquarters at 
Madang, assisting in the repatriation of Allied 
prisoners of war.  
After the end of naval operations in New Guinea, 
HMAS Ping Wo was paid off and returned to her 
owners in Hong Kong on 24 June 1946.  She was 
later curiously named “The On”. 

In 1949 she came under the control of the People’s Republic of China and ‘vanished’ behind the 
Bamboo Curtain, perhaps returning to the river steamer service for which she was designed.  After two 
decades and a few more name changes, she disappeared from the Lloyds Register of Shipping and 
nothing further is known of her fate.   
(Editor Note:  A more fulsome account can be found in a November 2012 article by Bill Lee at  
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/21105088/hmas-ping-wo-nnapprenticecom.  Also see the 
December 2007 edition of the Naval Historical review - https://navyhistory.org.au/the-china-fleet-small-
ships-ww2/ ) 
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Navy Week  
Following is a partial transcription of the Chief of Navy’s recent announcement regarding future 
celebration of Navy Week around Australia from 2023 onwards. 

“The Navy’s birthday is an occasion to celebrate our Navy and an opportunity to instil in all of us and 
communicate with the public the importance of – and sense of pride in – our Navy’s history, heritage and 
future.  It should recognise the service of our uniformed and APS personnel, and the sacrifices of our 
families to enable our Navy.  It should help Australians understand and feel involved with our purpose, 
our people and our challenge. 

On 1 March 2023, the Navy will celebrate its 122nd birthday.  On this birthday, and in all subsequent 
years we (either at sea or ashore) will celebrate Navy Birthday at the culmination of “Navy Week”.  Navy 
Week 2023 will occur 23 Feb 23 to 01 Mar 23.  All States are to align efforts to these dates and the 
theme of Navy Week 2023 is “Safeguarding Australia’s Economic Wellbeing On and Under the Sea 
since Federation.” 

While the intent is that ships and establishments are open to the public for one day during Navy Week, 
readers should note that the Cerberus Open Day on 19 March 2023 will remain as planned. 

2023 Creswell Oration  
After a COVID-enforced break, the Annual “Creswell Oration” will take place on Wednesday 1 March 
2023, from 1230 for 1300, in the Sunset Room at Waverley RSL (see attached flyer for further details). 
There is a limit of 80 people. 
The Guest Speaker is Captain Ainslie Morthorpe, CSM RAN, Commanding Officer, HMAS Cerberus. 
Members are asked to advise Lynda Gilbert (Hon Secretary of ANFDOC) if you are attending by email at 
nlavictasdiv@gmail.com.  For any enquiries, please contact Lynda on 03 9844 0106. 
 

Future Meetings 
Our plans for Guest Speakers and meeting presentations in 2023 are becoming firmer and are currently 
as follows: 

Mon 27 Feb "The Yachtsmen Scheme” (Ms Jan Roberts-Billett MA)  
Mon 27 Mar  “HMAS Wyatt Earp” (Mr Chris Harvey) 
Mon 24 April “Alfred Graving Dock”  (Mr Peter Quinlivian) 
Mon 22 May “Engineering training at HMAS Cerberus” (CAPT Tom Doherty RAN – TA-ENG) 
Mon 26 Jun “Mulberry Harbours at D-Day” – video 
Mon 24 Jul “The RAN in Korea” (CAPT Andrew Mackinnon RAN Rtd) 
Mon 28 Aug “HMAS Jeparit”  (Captain Neville Daniel) (TBC) 
Mon 25 Sep TBA 
Mon 23 Oct TBA 
Mon 27 Nov End of Year Celebration Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
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“THE YACHTIES” BOOK 
 
This is an extract of the Flyer that will promote the formal launch of Jan Roberts-Billett’s book in March 
2023. 
 
After years of painstaking research, Jan’s authoring work is at last coming to the climax it deserves. 
 
We are privileged to be able to hear her speak on this topic, at our pre-launch Guest Speaker evening on 
Monday 27 February 2023. 
 
Jan intends to have copies available for sale – and signature – on the evening.  
Nearer the date we’ll seek advice from those attending as to their interest in purchasing a copy, to ensure 
there are enough available on the night.  Cash sales may prove the easiest to deal with. 
 

 
 



 
 



This section provides links to other information sources 
that members may find of interest and might choose to 
access.  The choice is yours.  
 
NHSA(V) website:  Our local website is found via the 
NVN at http://www.nhsavic.navyvic.net/.  Members who 
wish to access previous Guest Speaker presentations 
will find these by clicking ‘Recordings’. 
 

Navy Victoria Network: This site provides a wealth of 
information on current activities within Victoria, 
including a forecast Calendar of Events - 
https://navyvic.net/ .  By joining this free network, 
members are provided with the monthly “Broadside” 
Newsletter which includes the monthly ‘Navy Hero’ 
article and other items of topical interest. 
 

Military History & Heritage Victoria (MHHV): This 
group provides an opportunity to hear a range of topics 
as their title suggests.  A modest charge is required to 
access a range of highly regarded speakers. 
https://www.mhhv.org.au/  
 

Melbourne Maritime Heritage Network: This group 
seeks to foster greater recognition of, and knowledge 
about, Melbourne’s rich maritime heritage and maritime 
industry sector – past, present and future.  Receiving 
their informative free newsletter requires an email 
registration, or can be accessed through the NVN site.  
https://mmhn.org.au/ 
 

Navy News: This is Navy’s flagship newspaper; the site 
provides access to the latest fortnightly news plus 
historical editions from 1958 to the present  
https://www.navy.gov.au/media-room/publications/navy-
news 
 

Australian Naval Podcast Series.  Highly recommend. 
https://www.unsw.adfa.edu.au/hass/our-research/naval-
studies-group  
 
History Guild: This volunteer organisation publishes a 
wide range of historic articles of interest – a great site 
https://historyguild.org/military-history/ 
 

Ex-HMAS Castlemaine Museum:  
https://hmascastlemaine.org.au/  
 

HMAS Cerberus Museum:  
https://www.navy.gov.au/heritage/museums/museum-
hmas-cerberus  
 

SEAWORKS Museum: 
https://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/visit/Experience/Thi
ngs-to-do/Seaworks-Maritime-Precinct  
 

Queenscliff Maritime Museum: 
https://maritimequeenscliffe.org.au/ 
 

Polly Woodside Museum: 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/places/polly-woodside/ 

PRESIDENT 
CAPT Andrew Mackinnon, CSC RAN (Ret) 
– T: 0429 096 911                                            
E: andrewmackinnon0404@gmail.com 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Ms Lynda Gilbert – T: 0422 746 305           
E: Lynda.gilbert@aol.com 
TREASURER 
Mr Martin Grogan, OAM T: 0417 377 763     
E: grevillethedevil@gmail.com 
SECRETARY 
Mr Rodney Phillips  T: 0466 983 313            
E: 77minstrel@gmail.com 
HISTORIAN 
Ms Jan Roberts-Billett, MA  T: 0413 013 
292   E: janrobbill@bigpond.com 
GENERAL MEMBERS 
LCDR Roger Buxton, RCN (Ret) T: 0403 
226 528 E: rogerbuxton3@bigpond.com 
Mr Frank Cronin T: 9874 1234                          
E: franxx@optusnet.com.au 
VIDEO  RECORDIST 
Mr Brian Surtees 
RECORDING TECHNICIAN 
Mr Laurie Pegler 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ANSWERS: 
 

What Ships & Where – A succession of new, 
low-lying bridges on the Lower Yarra steadily 
forced the city’s shipping activity to move 
downstream.  The building of Queens Bridge in 
1889 was the first to cut off access, with the 
Spencer St Bridge following in 1930.   
 
The final blow was delivered in 1975 when the 
Johnson Street Bridge (now called Charles 
Grimes Bridge) was opened, which completely 
closed access to larger ships. 
 
Oddities - 

 
1. A loose end of material hanging off a 

uniform. (Not sure why the Irish were singled 
out for untidiness here!) 
 

2. A meat pie. 
 

3. The shoe maker was generally known as the 
“WACKATACK” – for obvious reasons! 
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